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For the Utiea Christian Repository. 
ON THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF BELIEVERS. 
(Continued from page i00.) 
I feel it incumbent on me, before I 
close my remarks on the Inquirer’s 
second communication, to take notice 


” . . . ! 
of some of those errors which he thinks 


must of necessity grow out of that 


scheme of atonement which I advo- | 
I am accustomed to speak of, 
our being clothed with the righteous- | 
ness of Christ; or being accepted in| 


cate. 


his righteousness; of ey righteousness 


being imputed to us: and my feelings | 


are not disturbed when | read or heat 


Christ spoken of as taking our law | 


place, that he might redeem us from 
the curse of the law. From 
scheme of substitution, the Inquirer 
thinks such absurdities as these will 
follow as legitimate consequences. 

1. That it will make the law speak 
to this effect: “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, or 
some other shall love in thy room:— 
The soul that sinneth shall die, or 
some other shall die in its place,” 

Now this apparent absurdity arises 
trom the supposition, that the scheme 
of mediatorial substitution is a neces- 
sary appendage and help out to the 
law; so that the law could not exist 
without the gospel. It supposes that 
both are revealed at once, and that 
each subject of divine government 
has his choice, whether to obey per- 
sonally or by his substitute; and that 
im case of transgression, each trans- 
gressor has his option, whether to 
bear the penalty of the law himself, 
or bearit in the person of his substi- 
tute. But the truth is, that the law 


and gospel are two perfectly different, || 


VOL. TTI. 
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this i 


1824, 


|| though harmonious systems. If both 
had been revealed at once, they must 
have been revealed as entirely distinct 
things. Creatures can be under law 
without even being under grace. All 
those creatures who have not sinned 
are under law, but not under grace: 
and this is the situation of a part of 
them who have sinned. Grace is 
therefore no necessary appendage of 
the law: nor can I perceive why the 
plan of substitution should be thought 
toinvolve such a necessity. 

The law requires from each indi- 
vidual a perfect personal obedience, 
and never relinquishes God’s right to 
such obedience. ‘The threatenings of 
the law are pointed at the transgressor 
and him alone. Now the redemption 


_by Christ is an expedient devised by 
| infinite wisdom, to save from deserved 

ruin those whom the law has no power 
| to help. 
' in that it was weak through the flesh, 
God has effected by sending his own 
'Son in the likeness of sinful flesh. 


What the law could not do, 


We were under the curse of the law, 


| which no one deserved to suffer but 
| ourselves: but the well beloved Son 
_ef the Father consented to be made a 
‘curse for us, that he might redeem us 
from it. 
personal obedience and sufferings, to 


He undertook, by his own 


confer that honor on the law which 


'we ought to have done by rendering 
' perfect obedience to it, and which, in 


our lapsed state, would have been ef- 
fected by our suffering in our own per- 
sons the due reward of our deeds. 
Can such a substitution as this, be 
thought to weaken obligation to per- 
— obedience, or the desert of pun- 

own persons? The 


47 
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law makes no promises except to the || persons. This and the other objections 
obedient; and to the disobedient it |) which are made to the scheme of me. 
worketh nothing but wrath. If the |) diatorial substitution, are built on the 
disobedient obtain deliverance, it must | | supposition that all the advocates of 
arise wholly from another quarter: || this scheme confound crimes with pe- 
and yet nothing is more clear than || cuniar y debts. But this is far from 
this; that deliverance, if it come at all, | being true. If another has paid a pe- 
must come in such a way that the law | cuniary debt for me, the creditor has 
shall be magnified and made honora- || no right to demand it of me too. But 
~ obedience to a lawtul authority is such 

. It is ohjected to the scheme of || a debt as cannot be discharged, so as 
decane in which the Redeemer is | to free us from obligation still to ren. 
represented as taking our law place; || der it. Therefore when it is said, 
that it supposes him under no obliga- ae no man any thing,” it is imme. 
tion to obey the law for himself. ‘To (| diately added, “but to love one anoth. 
this objection I would reply, first:— || er.” This implies, that while pecu- 
That the Redeemer is said to be made || niary debts can be paid up, so as to be 











under the law, for the purpose of re- || owed no more, it is of necessity quiteRy 
deeming those who were under the || otherwise with the debt of love: this 


law. ‘The existence in our world, of || cannot be so paid, either by ourselves 
such a personage as the Redeemer, || or by our surety, as to release us from 
the God-man, was for this express || obligation to pay it again and again, 
purpose, to redeem us from the curse || Let it now be understood, that when 
of the law; and to effect this, he was || we speak of Christ as taking our law 
himself made under the law. When | place, it is not our law place as pecu- 
he was actually made under the law, || niary debtors, but as subjects of the 
perfect obedience was necessary to holy government of God. Whatever 
support his own character: and yet it || influence his obedience has in benefit: 
was for our sakes that he took this 


His taking our law place, so that we || to render obedience in our own per- 


should be benefitted by his obedience, || sons: for this would not only be def 


as well as by his sufferings, does not | rogatory to the honor of the Supreme 
suppose him to be free from an origin- | Rule Tr; but a great injury to ourselves, 
al obligation to obey for himself. || It is my belief, that the obedience of 
Adam was under an original obliga- |) Christ, besides its preparing him to be 
tion to obey for himself; and yet his || a spotless sacrifice for our sins, has a 
perfect obedience during his state of 
trial, would have secured eternal life | 
to himself, and also to his posterity. 
If by his disobedience they were 
made sinners, it follows, as a just con- 
sequence, that by his obedience they 
would have been preserved from be- 
coming sinners. Adam could not 
render any more obedience than was 
due from him to the divine law; and 
yet his obedience for a short space 
would have been an eternal benefit to 
him and to alt his posterity. 

3. It is suggested by the Inquirer, 
that if Christ assumed the law place 
of men, then they cease to be under 
obligation to obey the law in their own 


blessedness of the redeemed; and yet I 


obligation te personal obedience. 
May not some light be reflected on! 
this subject by a recurrence to the cov- 
enant of works? The first Adam was 
required to render perfect obedience to) 
the law under which he was placed, 
not only as an individual, but also as 
the father and head of the whole race. 
His unremitting obedience during thé 
whole time of his appointed probation, 
.would have secured eternal life, not 
only to himself, but also to them. 





ting us, this cannot be the benefit; thath 
place of subjection. But, secondly: || we are thereby freed from obligation—y 


more direct influence on the eternalfe 


do not discover that the sentiment has} 
any tendency to release them fromf 


| There was therefore an importan‘ 
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sense, in which he obeyed the law for 
them; yet not such a sense as to free | 
them in the least from obeying it dian 
selves. This covenant evidently sup- 
yosed, the whole race of Adam 
would be bound to obey every precept 
of the law in their own persons; and 
yet, that his perfect obedience, during 
a limited time only, would be a proper 
reason why an obedient character 
should be made sure to them. If we 
suppose the death of Christ to lay the 
foundation for the removal of the curse 
of the law, and his obedience to lay 
the foundation for giving an eternal 
stability to their renovated character, 
I cannot see how this would suppose 
them released from obligation to ren- 
der personal obedience, any more, 
than the influence of Adam’s obedi- 
ence in the first covenant would have 
discharged his posterity from obliga- 
tion to obey. Angels, and probably 
all other intelligent creatures, have 
gone through a state of trial. ‘This 
supposes that their probationary obe- 
dience is the means of insuring their || 
subsequent obedience, and consequent- 
ly their eternal blessedness.. But who 
will say that such an influence of pro- | 
bationary obedience has any tendency || 
to weaken obligation to obey, after 


§ the season of probation is over? No 


more does the benefit derived from 
the perfect obedience of the Savior, | 
have a tendency to diminish our obli- 
gation to be perfect, even as our Fa- 


| ther in heaven is perfect. 


It is thought that if Christ took 


jour law place, we cease to deserve 
) punishment, and of course there can 


be no place for the forgiveness of sin. 
Here let it be remembered again, that 
sin committed against God, differs 
widely trom a debt of money claimed 
by a fellow mortal. Let me suppose 
that you owe your neighbor an honest 
debt, but through-a fraudulent. spirit 
you are attempting to wrong him out 
of it: yet if some friend of yours should 
step forward and tender to your cred- 
itor his money, he could not refuse to 
release you from the debt, and from 
imprisonment; for he has no other 
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personal demand on you: but when 
| your debt is paid, you are still respon- 
‘sible to the state, and are liable to be 
| punished for manifesting a fraudulent 
| ‘disposition. In the case of crimes, 
|| whether against human or divine gov- 
| ernment, no substitution whatever can 
have the least tendency to destroy or 
diminish ill desert. Christ died in 
our room, “the just for the unjust:” 
| but as this could not destroy our de- 
sert of punishment, so it can lay the 
Most High under no obligation to us. 
The atonement is a provision which 
God has made, not to lay himself un- 
der obligation to sinners, but to render 
jit consistent to save them. If the 
| Savior had suffered as much in his 
own person, as would have been the 
amount of suffering to the whole 
world, in case he had not suffered, 
still it would have done nothing to- 
| wards diminishing the display of grace 
‘in their forgiveness. I do not say, 
| tha at in such an exchange of equal suf- 
| fering there would have been any wis- 
dom ‘manifested; but I cannot see that 
the degree of sufferings endured by 
the Savior, would have any influence 
'to change the very nature of the favor 
| which we receive, in being freed from 
i punishment which, it is acknow- 
|ledged, we truly deserve. Unless the 
| substitution of Christ to suffer in our 
stead, could take away our ill desert, 
|(which I know it cannot do,) it is not 
j at all incompatible with the forgive- 








|| ress of sins. 


5. It is thought by the Inquirer 
| that the substitution scheme, if it .be 
| connected with the doctrine of a gene- 
ral atonement, will help support the 
system advocated by the Universalists. 
This objection also supposes, that we 
cannot hold to a mediatorial substitu- 
tion, without confounding crimes and 
debts. But this is by no means ne- 
cessary. It is not however true, even 
in the case of pecuniary debts, that 
all substitution must of necessity re- 
sult in the release of the debtor. A 
man who has laid himself under no 
obligation either to the creditor or 
debtor, has a right, on laying down 


; 
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a sufficient sum of money to discharge |! there is a perfect similarity betwee 
he debt in question, to propose a con: |} debt and sin, and between the pay- 


dition to be fulfilled on the part of the | 
debtor, the fulfilment of which shall | 
be essential to his having the least | 
right to the benefit of his friendly in- | 
terposition. For example: he may 
propose this condition,—that the debt- | 
or shall acknowledge that it ts a just | 
debt, and that he is willing to be laid | 
under obligation to his friend for pay- 
ing his debt. In this case it is pertect- | 
ly evident, that the debtor cannot 
claim the benefit of the offered assist- 
ance, while he refuses to comply with 
the condition on which it is offered. 
And certainly the creditor, in this 
case, cannot be obliged to release the 
debtor If therefore we.were to con- 
sider the atonement of Christ as re- 
sembling the payment of a pecuniary 
debt, and at the same time understand || 
all the conditions connected with this 
payment, the doctrine of universal sal- 
vation would not necessarily result from 
that of auniversal atonement. Keeping 

up the language of pecuniary debt,Christ 
has laid down a sum sufficient to pay 
the whole debt of Adam’s race, but on 
this express condition, that no one 
shall receive the benefit of it, unless he 
shall sincerely acknowledge that he 
himself deserves to be imprisoned for 
this debt, and is willing to be eternally 
under obligation to his Surety for his 
deliverance. In this matter there is a 
perfect understanding between the | 
Father, who sustains the place of the 
creditor, and the Son who stands in 
the place of the surety. “God [that 
is, the Father] so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son, 

that w hosoev er believeth in him might 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
The atonement, however great in its 
provision, and however extensive in 
its offers, is originally the property of |) 
God, the Father and the Son. They || 
therefore had the most undoubted || 


right to limit its benefits to those who 
should willingly accept of it, as the 
means of their deliverance from eter- 
nal ruin. 

I donot by any means believe that / 














| 
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|}ment of a debt by a surety and the 
atonement of Christ. But even if the 
resemblance were perfect, I do not 
| perceive, that a universal salvation of 
| the human race weuld necessarily fol- 
low, as the consequence of a general 
atonement, when we notice that this 
;atonement for sin is presented to di 
vine justice with this express condi- 
‘tion: that it can be claimed by no sin- 
ner, until he repents of his sins and 
embraces the Savior. With this con- 
dition the atonement was tendered by 
the Sen of God, and with this condi- 
tion it was accepted by his Father. 
What sinner then can claim the bene- 
fit of it, who refuses to comply with 
‘the condition on which it was offered 
-and accepte dr 
Sut it will perhaps be said, that if 
Christ became a substiiute for us, and 
made a general atonement, it must of 
necessity ensure the grace which shall 
_be needful to dispose us to comply 
_with the conditions of salvation. This 
must depend entirely on the covenant 
of redemption. The persons of the 
Godhead had a right to provide an 
atonement, which should lay a founda- 
tion to profier pardon and eternal life, 
on condition of repentance and faith, 
without making any engagements to 
renew the heart of a single rebel. It 
laid them under no kind of obligation 
torebels. Neither did it lay the other 
two persons in the Godhead under ob- 
ligation to the Redeemer, that he 
Should see the travail of his soul in 
having a seed to serve him, any fur- 
ther than by a regard to the interests 
of the univ erse, and by voluntary cove- 
nant engagements. 
‘Fhe salvation of sinners by the me- 
diatorial interposition of Christ is 


i] 
| 
i} 


abundantly treated of in the scriptures, 


and with so much plainness, that the 
way-faring man, though a fool, need 
not err therein. But tho’ it is so abiie! 
dantly treated of, we cannot but notice, 
it is rare, that it is done in a logical 
manner. In the three texts,* which 


* Isa, 42, 21, Rom. 3.25, 26. and 8. 3, 
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were introduced in my first number of | 


the present series, the subject is treat- | the use of such language. 


ed with a kind of logical precision; but 
more generally, the inspired writers 
have clothed it in figures. Those 
texts, which were then referred to, are 
are very precious; they are calculated 
to help us to clear and definite ideas 
on a subject which is fandamental to 
the religion of the gospel. They are 
texts which are frequently to be} 
brought into view, when the subject of | 
the atonement is before us. But shall 
we studiously avoid all those other | 
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but we have no right to complain of 
And if fig- 
urative expressions are used which 
are not found in the scriptures, we 
ought not to be offended at them, pro- 


| vided they have an evident resem- 


| 
| 
| 


d 


texts, where similitudes are employed | | 
| these expressions to be anti-scriptural, 


to illustrate the work of our redemp- 
tion? May we not still speak of Christ 
as the head, and of ourselves as_ his 
members; of Christ as the husband, 
and of the church as his bride; and of 
Him as the vine, of which we are the 
branches? Shall we not still speak of 
Christ as bearing our sins in his own 
body on the tree; as being our Surety, 
by whose kind interposition we, bank- 
rupt debtors, are disch: urged; and ¢ 
our Redeemer, w ho has bought us | 
with a price? 
If the prayers, and sermons, and | 
rivate conversations on this subject, 
were all to be expressed in terms so | 
strictly logical that no word could pos- 
sibly be wrested, would it be in reali- 
ty an improv ement? The only wise 
God knew how to present this sub- 
ject, so as to make it most instructive, 





cannot better it. If we find these fig- 
urative representations perverted to 
support errors, still it is too late to al- 
ter them. The last inspired writer 

has long since laid aside his pen, and 
there can now be no alteration made in 
the sacred text, without exposing our- 
selves to that dreadful threate ning, of 
having our names blotted from the || 
book of life. Nothing can be revoked. 

We may reason: but it must be out of 
the scriptures. 


We may compare 


OC w~ 


and it is our duty very dilige ntly te 
compare spiritual things with spirit- 
ual. Ifwe perceive that the figurative 
language of the Bible is abused, it is 
our province to point out the abuse: |! 





| 
interesting and impressive: and we 
| 
| 
| 
i 
] 





blance to the scripture phrases, and do 
not appear calculated to convey ideas 
of a different nature. Under this 
class, [ think, may be ranked those 
| expressions which are in common use 
in the Christian world, concerning 
Christ’s taking our law place, and 
our being clothed with his divine 
righteousness. Had I considered 


neither their antiquity, nor their com- 
mon use would bave induced me to 
become their adWcate. 

Let me request this favor of every 
one, who reads this discussion, that he 
would ask the God of all grace, to 
make use of it to establish the truth, 


‘and that alone; and cause it to have 


some influence in rectifying and har- 


LS || monizing our sentiments on the subject 


of that righteousness, in which believ- 
ers are accepted. ‘Those who are em- 
ployed i in discussing a subject, stand 
in peculiar need of the prayers of 
their readers, that they may be kept 


from darkening counsel by words with- 


out knowledge, and that they may be 
preserved from a partiality to their 
own side and their own reasonings, 
merely because they are their own. 1 
have no doubt, but ‘that my friend, the 
Inquirer, will unite with me in wishing 
the prayers of all our readers, that we 


may both be guided by the light of 


scripture, and led into all truth. 


SILVANUS. 


<—3tlia 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 


ON MAKING A PROFESSION OF RELIGION, 


No. II. 


In my first number, I endeavored 
to show that it is the duty of all those 
who are converted to God to makea 
public profession of religion, and be- 
come members of the visible church. 

In this number I propose to point 
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out some things which are requisite, in 
order that a profession of religion may 
be made in a proper manner. 

1. It should be done with serious 
consideration. It is the most solemn 
transaction in which a man can be 
engaged, this side of the judgment seat. 
Many have been the evils which indi- 
viduals have brought upon themselves, 
and upon all connected with them, by 
engaging in it without due reflection. 
The connection § of 


clations among men, which may be 
formed and dissolved at pleasure. 
They enter intoa covenant with God, 
and with each other; and nothing 
can free them from its obligations. 
They are bound by solemn oath; and 


no power on earth can release them. | 


If they wish, afterwards, that they 


had not entered into this connection, | 


there is no help for them. When 
they have once “opened their mouth 
unto the Lord, they cannot go back.” 
If they become convinced that they 
are not fit to be members of a church, 
and wish to be set back again into the 
world, it cannot be done. 
of God are upon them, and they must 
perform what they have vowed. 


same thing, and wish they had not 
received them, this conviction has 
eome too late. What is done, cannot 
be undone. They are bound together 
by solemn covenant; and the duties of 
that covenant must be performed. 
Their oaths are registered in heaven, 
and the judgment of the great day 
will take cognizance of their fuliil- 
ment. Every one, then, who is about 
to make aprofession of religion, should 


seriously consider the solemn nature | 
of the transaction. And every church, | 
before they receive a member, should | 


seriously consider what they are about 


todo. Every one should ponder the | 
words of the wise man: “Be not rash 
with thy mouth, and let not thine 
heart be hasty to utter any thing be-| 
fore God.” 

2. It should be done with careful 
A step so serious,, 


self-examination. 





members in a || 
church is not like those political asso- | 


The vows | 


If |; 


the church become convinced of the | 
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so important, so irrevocable, shoulq 
not be taken by any one, till he jg 
| well assured that he is prepared for jt. 
|I do not mean, that no one should 
'make a profession of religion till he 
|has attained the assurance of hope, 
| If all were to wait for that, it is prob. 
‘able that few real christians would 
‘ever come at all; and those who did 
| come would be deservedly suspected, 
| from this very circumstance. Whena 
|| new convert expresses an assured 
‘confidence in his christian character, 
those of greater experience are apt to 
conclude that it arises from ignorance 
| of himself. I believe that such a de. 
| gree of evidence, as amounts to a bal. 
-ance of probability that an individual 
‘is a real christian, is sufficient to make 
it his duty to profess religion, and to 
| warrant a church in receiving him, 
I mean, that an individual should 
carefully examine himself, and be well 
assured that he has such a degree of 
evidence, before he proceeds. 1 think, 
indeed, that every man may, and 
ought, to know -his own character; 
and that the means of knowing it are 
in his own power. For, though “the 
heart is deceitful above all things, and 





| 
| 
| 


christian character are laid down in 
| the bible with great plainness; and 
‘every man, who will deal honestly 
/and faithfully with his own soul, may 
| know whether he is a christian or not. 
| But, considering what human nature 
iss_ considering how little self-know- 
ledge most christians have; consider: 
ing the great ignorance of their own 
hearts which new converts generally 
manifest; considering how little incli- 
nation there is to discriminate between 
true and false experience, and_ the 
great mixture of false religion with 
| true, in almost all cases; considering 
| how many ways the great deceiver 
has to impose upon the credulous, and 
how readily we listen to him when he 
flatters us; and considering the dread- 

ful consequences of deceiving our- 
| selves with a false hope, the duty of 


' 


| 
| 


careful self-examination becomes vast- 
ly important; and we can easily com- 


desperately wicked,” yet the marks of 
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pre ‘hend why it should be so frequent- | and loathe ourselves in our own sight, 


ly and so forcibly urged upon us in 
the se riptures. 
whether ye be in the faith; prove || 


“Examine yourselves | nations.” 


for our iniquities, and for our abom- 
Of the celebration of the 
passoyer in the time of Ezra, it is said, 


your own selves; know-ye not your “And the children of Israel, which 


vwn selves?” ‘The table of the Lord 
is spread for his friends. And doubt- 
less, it is a great affront tothe Majesty 
of heaven and earth, when his holy 
table is profaned by the approach of 
those who are not his friends.— 
“Wherefore, whosoever shall eat this 
bread and drink this cup of the Lord 
unworthily, shall be guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord.” But, to 
show that this is intended to excite to 
caretul self-examination, and not to 
prevent the real friends of Christ from 
approaching his table, it is added, 
“But let a man examine himself, and 
so let him eat of that bread and drink 
of that cup.” If we would maintain 
the character of Christ’s friends, we 
must not neglect the command to “do 
this in remembrance” of Him. But 
if we would avoid the guilt of prof in- 
ing his holy table, we must search our 
own hearts, and try ourselves by the 
word of God, and obtain some ‘good 
evidence that we are indeed such as 
we profess to be. 

3. It should be done with renewed 
repentance for sin and faith in Christ. 
We have need of renewing these every 
day. For the sins of every day we 
need to humble ourselves before God, 
and make a fresh application for his 
pardoning mercy through the blood 
of atonement. And how many are 
the sins of every day; sins of thought, 
word, and deed! sins against God, | 
our neighbor, and ourselves! But | 
when we are about to enter into cov- | 
enant with God and his people, in a | 
public and solemn manner, it is pe- | 
culiarly necessary that we do it in a | 
right state of mind. And for this pur-  t 
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pose we should look over our past 
lives, and review the sins of our child- 
hood, the sins of our youth, and the 
sins of our riper years, and humble 
ourselves for them all. We should 
“remember our own evil ways, and 
our doings that have not been good, 





were come again out of captivity, and 
all such as had separated themselves 
unto them from the filthiness of the 
heathen of the land, to seek the Lord 
God of Israel, did eat.” Before we 
come to the christian passover, we 
should be careful to separate ourselves 
from all the filthiness of sin, by un- 
feigned repentance, and deep self- 
loathing, and self-abhorrence. And 
when we ask to be admitted to the ta- 
ble of Christ, to commernorate his 
death, it will be said to each of us, as 
was said to the Ethiopian, when he 
asked to be baptized, “if thou believest 
with all thine heart, thou mayest.” 
The plan of salvation revealed in the 
gospel, through the atoning blood of 
Christ, that “blood of sprinkling which 
speaketh better things than the blood 
of Abel,” must be embraced with the 
whole heart. “With the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness.” The 
consent of the heart to God’s method 
of justification, is to be given; and 
then, “with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation.” 

It should be done with an entire 
surrender of ourselves, with all we are, 
and all we have, to be the Lord’s 
God’s claim upon each of us, at all 
times, is, “My son, give me thine 
heart.” And where this is not given, 
there is nothing given; for, “the Lord 
looketh on the heart.” Indeed, 
where the heart is not given, the mucnt 
solemn services are regarded as hy- 
pocrisy, and abhorred as a mockery of 
the Most High. “Unto the wicked, 
God saith, what hast thou to do to de. 
clare my sfatutes, or that thou shouldst 
take my covenant in thy mouth?” 

“The sacrifice of the wicked is an 
abomination to the Lord; but the 
prayer of the upright is his delight.” 
All creatures are the Lord’s by right 


by purchase. “Ye are not your own, 
for ye are bought with a price; there- 


ys 
| hi 
| of creation; and all christians are his 
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fere, glorify God in your body, and | thus assent, but we should be carefy 
in your spirit, which are God’s.’ " also to know that they are the truths 
“For whether we live, we live unto the || contained in the Bible, and not merely 
Lord; or whether we die, we die unto || the commandments and doctrines of 
the Lord: whether we live, therefore, || men. They must be the doctrines of 
er die, we are the Lord’ 3” When || Christ; for it is solemnly declared jn 
we profess religion, we make a pub- || the scriptures, “Whosoever transgress. 
lic acknowledement of God’s right to | eth, and abideth not in the doctrine 
us, and solemnly devote ourselves to || of Christ, hath not God: he that abi- 
him. Our talents and our wealth are e | deth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath 
his, to be employed in his service, for || both the Father and the Son.” And 
the advancement of his cause. And | further to show the importance of 
our bodies and souls are bis, to be dis- || abiding in the doctrine of Christ, and 
posed of at his pleasure, for time and |} of expressing our abhorrence of error, 
eternity, as he shall see most for his || it is added, “if there come any unto 
glory. Weare not allowed to make you, and bring not this doctrine, re- 
the least reserve. He will not have a | ceive him not into your house, neither 
dividéd empire over us. We must | bid him God speed: for he that  bid- 
give him al/, and do it heartily, since || deth him God speed is partaker of his 
that is what we profess, if we would || evil deeds.” And in another place it 
avoid the fate of Ananias and Sapphi- || is said, “though we, or an angel from 
ra, and not be condemned for — heaven, preach any other gospel unto 
unto God. you than that which we have preach- 
5. It should be done with a full = ed unto you, tet him be accursed.” 
| 
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derstanding and cordial assent to the || Since such are the solemn declarations 
truths we profess. It is the practice || of scripture 1 respecting truth and error, 
of many churches, and I think ought || it becomes of great importance to us 
to be the practice of all, to have a |! that we do sanaivn tie doctrines taught 
brief confession of faith, e mbracing the || by Christ and his apostles, and none 
fundamental doctrines of the gospel, || that are different. 

to which members on being received It should be done with a firm 
publicly give their assent. I suppose, |] resolution to walk in all the ordinan- 
indeed, that all this is implied, where || ces of Christ blameless. This is what 
it is not done expressly; but where it || we solemnly covenant to do; and un- 
is done expressly, no room is left for || less it is our fixed determination to do 
doubts to arise afterwards as to what | it, we must be guilty of false swearing, 
these doctrines are, to which we have | so to covenant. Our obligations ex- 
given ourassent. When we are about || tend to the church in general: but 
to unite with a church, we ought to || they bind us in a special manner to 
know what their confession of faith || that particular church with which we 
contains, and see that our hearts ac- || are joined in covenant. I suppose all 
cord with it. When we publicly give | this is clearly implied in uniting with a 
our assent to it, on that occasion, we | church, whether it is expressed in a 
say that we approve of it, and call) written covenant or not. But most of 
the Most Hich to witness to our sincer- the churches with which I am ac- 
ty. And how great must be our | quainted have a _ written covenant 
ouilt, in the sight of Him who search- || which contains a clause like the fol- 





es the heart, if we thus publicly and | | lowing: “And I bind myself to walk 
solemnly profess, in the presence of || with this church in all the ordinances 
God. to believe and love certain doc: | of Christ, and with the members 
trines which we do not believe and | thereof as becometh a member ac- 
Love!! | cording to the requirements of the 

And we should not only be careful | gospel.” ‘This extends to all the du- 
fo understand those truths to which we || ties we owe to God, to our fellow men, 
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and to ourselves; to every requirement || and see that our hearts. are prepared 
of God made known in the scriptures. || toenter fully into its sacred obligations, 
And we solemnly bind ourselves to }} with a firm resolution to discharge 
comply with all. The church can- || them all. 

not, indeed, take cognizance of any When a profession of religion is 
thing but the overt act, and the tem- |] made in this manner, there is a ration- 
per of heart so far as it is made known || al prospect that it will be happy for 
by the overt act. But in the sight || the individual, and happy tor the 
of God this covenant must bind the || church with which he is connected. 
conscience and the heart. ‘To him || But, when it is made without due con- 
we bind ourselves to the discharge of || sideration of the nature of the transac- 
every duty, not only as to the overt || tion, without a careful self-examina- 
act, but as to the temper of heart with || tion and some good evidence of chris- 
which it is performed. We promise to || tian character, without the exercise of 
love God, and conscientiously to keep || deep repentance for sin, and a cordial 
all his commandments always. We || faith in Christ, without an entire sur- 
promise to.love our brethren, and con- || render of ourselves to God, and an ut- 
scientiously to seek their best good. || ter renunciation of every selfish inter- 
We promise to watch over them, to || est, without a full understanding and 
admonish them, to pray for them, and | cordial assent to the articles of the 
to administer to them the discipline of || church, and without a due sense of the 
the gospel when they go astray. Andj| sacred obligations of the covenant, 
we promise to submit to their watch | and a firm resolution to fulfil them, 
and care, to receive their admonitions, || then, indeed, this connection is often a 
and to submit to them in the exercise || source of misery to the individual, and 
of discipline according to the gospel. 4 of misery to the church which thus re- 
We promise to walk with them in| ceives him. Indeed, I am strongly 
inclined to believe, that all the difficul- 
| ties with which the churches are so fre- 
| quently disturbed, are to be traced to 





| 
| 





ship of God, in all its parts, and at all 

times; in the sanctuary, in the con- 

ference room, in the family, and in | this source. 

the closet; on the Sabbath and on oth- In my next number I propose to 

er days. Whenever and wherever it is || point out some of the advantages to 
be obtained by making a profession 

then and there we promise to walk || of religion. 

with them in the observance of it. 

We promise to walk with them in pro- — 

moting the union, peace, and prosperi- For the Utica Christian Repository. 


ty of the church, in all respects, and on MR. STEELE’S SERMON. 
all occasions, according to the gospel. | Rom. 9, 15. 


In short, when we unite with a partic- 
? . ° 
ular church, we become members of For he saith to Moses, I will have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy, 


that particular body; and we solemn- nd I will h h 
ly bind ourselves to give up all sepa- ee 
- I will have compassion. 


rate interests anfl separate feelings, and ! 
to take our proper place as members (Cantinued Stem gage £93.) 

of that body, whether it be as the That we have more reason to hope, 
hand, or the eye, or the foot, and al- {in the case of an awakened sinner, 
ways to be ready to act, in our proper || than in the case of one sunk down 
place, for the good of the whole body. || in stupidity and security, is admitted. 
And if we would make a profession of } When we see a person carefully, and 
religion, in a proper manner, we must || with a great degree of solemnity, at- 
carefully consider the nature of the || tending to serious and eternal things, 
covenant by whick we bind our souls, || we are encouraged to hope, with refer- 
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ence to his salvation, not because it is || you have strong faith; but if you have 
supposed he now hath any moral vir- || faith, really. ‘The words of our Say- 
tue, or that he yields obedience to the || iour in another place are thus: ““Who- 
holy will of God in any degree; nor || soever shall give to drink unto one of 

ecause he is supposed to have any of || these little ones, a cup of cold water 
that repentante and faith, in nature, ‘only, i in the name of a disciple, ver ily 
which the gospel requires. But on || I say unto you, he shall in no wise 
these two considerations is our hope || lose his reward.” Giving a cup of 
grounded. By the bible we learn, || cold water, as is here mentioned, is, 


that God hath his elect among sinners || perhaps, as low an expression of be. F 


in this world, those who are “chosen || nevolent affection, as can be made, 
to salvation through sanctification of | But he-who doth this, shall not lose 
the Spirit and belief of the truth.” his or. 

And observing it to be the ordina- | 2. To fit for good works, or lay a 
ry method of divine dispensation, foundation for obedience, is one end of 
when God is about to gather in his | regeneration. Antecedently, therefore, 
elect, by his efficacious grace, first to | to regeneration, the sinner yields no 
awaken and convince, before he re- | obedience to divine commands. ‘We 
generates and sanctifies. Whenever, || are his workmanship, created in Christ 
therefore, we see a sinner awakened, it || Jesus unto good works.” 

gives us some reason to hope he is one || A design of this new creation by 
of God’s elect; and that he is now a- || God, as here stated by St. Paul, is to 
bout to gather him into his holy king- {| fit for good works. It lays a founda- 
dom of “righteousness, and peace and ‘tion for fruitfulness. ‘The unregener- 
joy in the Holy Ghost.” | ate sinner is “dead in trespasses and 

That there is not any degree of | sins3’ ” morally dead. Such a state 
moral virtue, nor any obedience to the | does not admit the existence of holy 
divine command; and thatthe sinner, |} exercise or conduct. It is a state in 
under the pressure of that pain and || which the mind is “enmity against 
grief, and distress of mind he feels || God;” and is, therefore, “not subject 
when awakened, has no degree of that |! to the law of God.” And in that state, 
repentance and faith, in kind, requir- f the apostle tells us, he “cannot please 
ed in the gospel; and consequently, || God.” A sinner, while unregenerate, 
that those feelings and exercises which |} whether secure or awakened, is under 
he has,-are no evidence to him that he || the power of the carnal mind; and the 
will ever experience the mercy of God || fruit which he bears is the same, “the 
on the plan of grace and salvation re- grapes of Sodom, and clusters of Go- 
vealed in the gospel;—these things, || morrah.” Sin is all the fruit he bears. 
some may think need proof. His evil heart brings forth evil. 

The following observations, it is 3. Among mankind, according to 
presumed, are sufficient evidence of || bible representation, but two charac: 
the truth of these assertions. | ters exist, holy and unholy, saints and 

1. Inthe gospel, the subject of the || sinners, believers and unbelievers. 
lowest degree of moral virtue hath a These two characters include all hv- 
promise of eternal life. 'man kind. ‘To one belong all the re- 

Respect is had, in the promises of || generate, to the other all the unregen- 
the gracious covenant, not to the de- || erate. The regenerate are called ho- 
gree, but to the existence of holiness in || ly, saints, or believers. The unregen- 
the creature. He who hath that faith || erate are called unholy, sinners, or un- 
required by the gospel, hath the prom- | believers. The regenerate exercise 
ise of salvation. “Believe on the Lord || holy love. This is that which gives 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” |} them their distinguishing character; 
And our Saviour saith, “He that be- || because herein, they in some measure 
fieveth shall be saved.” —It is not, if || do duty, or obey the divine commands. 











The unregenerate, whether secure or 
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ve awakened, exercise self love only: and 
aV- FF this is that which gives them their dis- 
ho- tinguishing character; because they do |, 
un not, in any thing, do duty, or comply | 
iter with the divine commands. If they 
ily did, the character of sinners, or unholy, | 
Bt would no longer be their character, but | 
a they would be saints, or holy brethren. | 
‘sy 5 4. That the awakened sinnner, 
be- BF oven in a state of high conviction, | 
= while unregenerate, possesses no de- 
s 


gree of moral virtue, and that he has 
no degree of that repentance and faith 
Y 40 yequired in the gospel; but that all the 


1 of BY afiections of his heart are wholly op- 
van posed to duty, and are consequently 
nO RS wholly sinful, will appear, if the 
We source and nature of his exercises be 
Tist BD vichtly understood. 
The pain and distress of mind, which 
by MM daily harass the awakened sinner, be 
S tO the degree of his conviction greater or 
\da- BY ess, are not excited by his ignorance 
nel of the holy character and government | 
andy of God; nor by his ignorance of God’s 
bate holy law, the doctrines of grace, or 
Oly the plan of salvation revealed in the 
e ml gospel; because of these he now hath 
inst more particular and clear view than 
ject) he had in his secure state: his ideas of 
ate, them are much more extensive, and 
“ast his sense of truth greatly increased. 
ate He hath now a more firm belief of 
truth; and he applies it more pointed- 
a ly and particularly to his own state and 
NM character. God, by his almighty pow- 
Go er, disposing the sinner to attend to 
4¥8@) truth, and the means of instruction, his 
® xatural faculties are strengthened and 
, 8 enlarged; and the consequence is, he 
rae’ is more and more alarmed; his fear, 
and his concern, and all the distress of his 
soul increases and gains strength. But, 
hu- however, amidst all that blaze of light 
rf =which now shines on his mind, and all 
eB the increase of knowledge in his un- 
ho- derstanding, the heart still quarrels 
PF with truth, and the will keeps alive its 
un | resisting power to oppose it. This he 
CIS T does, not because he is ignorant of truth, 
ves T but because he knows truth. He is, 
oe therefore, with all the strength of his 


will, constantly struggling against truth, 
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| which is gradually, and very distinct- 
ily, and abundantly, flowing into his 
imind. ‘The contest now is, who shall 
ibe Kine. The bible, and the sinner’s 
conscience say, GOD MUST REIGN. The 
sinner’s heart says, “NoT so; I will 
not have Him to reign over me.” He 
knows he cannot bring God Almighty 
;to his terms: and his present deter- 
‘mination is, not to submit to God’s 
terms. Fully sensible that he is a 
sinner, he hears the thunders from 
| Sinai proclaiming the wrath of an al- 
mighty and holy God against his un- 
righteousness and ungodliness. He 
knows that the threatenings, both of 
the law and gospel are pointed at his 
| guilty soul. He knows that his char- 
acter is so vile and hateful in the sight 
| of a holy God, that he deserves, and is 
going down to destruction. Hell and 
damnation open to his view; and all 
| those scenes of misery, anguish, and 
| despair, strike his mind w ith dreadful 
‘horror and amazement. If he looks 
| into himself, he sees a heart exceeding- 
| ly deceitful and wicked. If he looks 
| up, he sees an angry God, provoked 
by his daring.crimes. If he looks for- 
ward, he sees a burning hell ready to 
swallow him up, heated with the wrath 
of incensed majesty—a God who can 
and will punish sin. 

The sinner, with these views and 
solemn truths in his mind, being filled 
with great distress and anguish of soul, 
as is often the case, contemplates di- 
vine directions. He knows that he is 
required to “deny himself, take up his 
| cross and follow Christ;” that he is re- 
quired to “forsake all for Christ;” that 
he must love God supremely; that he 
must give Him his heart; that he must 
repent, and believe the gospel. In a 
word, he knows that he is required to 
submit, unconditionally to God, and 
leave himself in his hands; that he 
lies at the mercy of Him who hath said, 
“T will have mercy on whom I will 
have mercy, and I will have com- 
passion on whom I will have compas- 
sion.” 

Against these soul-humbling and 
self-abasing terms of salvation, the sin- 
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ner’s proud heart rises. His will ob- ,, 
stinately rejects them. He quarrels 
with God, with the doctrines of grace, 
and with the way of salvation estab- | 
lished by the eternal purpose of God, 
and revealed in the gospel. Theterms, 
in his view, are hard and unjust; too 
overbearing and rigid. The purpose 
of God-—oh, how gladly would he al- 
ter it. The law and gospel—how 
pleased would he be, if he could 
change them to suit his own taste, and 
bring the doctrines and requirements 
of both, to suit his selfish feelings, and 
the terms of sAlvation to suit his own 
wishes. But all is fixed, is immovea- 
ably, unalterably fixed; and his heart 
is wholly unreconciled to them.— 
Hence it is, that pain and distrust con- 
stantly rack and distress his soul. 
According to the foregoing obser- 

vations respecting the feelings and ex- 
ercises of an awakened sinner, while 
unregenerate, it appears abundantly 
manifest, that they are all completely 
sinful; because his heart is wholly op- | 
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of sovereign mercy. While unregen- 
erate, his salvation is matter of abso- 
| lute uncertainty to himself, even under 
‘the highest degree of awakening and 
| conviction of which his mind is sus. 
| ceptible. 
|| ‘That the pain and anguish of mind, 
which is often so distressing to a sinner 
under conviction, arise chiefly from 
his unwillingness to cast himself on 
the mere mercy of God in Christ, his 
quarrelling with truth revealed in ho- 
ly writ, and his unreconciledness to 
hers plan of salvation in a way of sove. 
|Teign grace, we have evidence from 
| that kind invitation and absolute prom. 
I ise made by our Savior, “Come unto 
me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” 
Here our Lord promiseth res¢ to 
the penitent, believing soul. The rest 
| here promised is that sweet peace and 
calmness of mind, that serenity of 
soul, which will, sooner or later, be 








Rest in this life, and rest eternal. 


| 
: experienced by all who come to C hrist. 


posed to the character of God, and to 
the requirements of the law and gos- 
pel. The temper of his heart is no | 
better than the temper of the devils 
and damned. The sinner, when un- 
der conviction, has strong desires, 
deep sorrow, and a lively faith. 
devils and damned have 


This is a fruit of repentance and faith, 
a fruit of casting ourselves on_ the 
sovereign mercy of God in and through 
Jesus Christ, a fruit of heart reconcil- 
iation to the doctrines and duties of re- 
vealed religion. Do this, and you 
but not otherwise. 

When, therefore, we make a just 


the same. | 





But the desires of the awakened sin- || 


ner, and his repentance, and faith, are 


exercises of the same kind which the 1 


devils and damned have. The awa- 


kened sinner believes and trembles; so || 


do the devils. 


trembling, is no evidence that they 


have holy love; nor doth the believing || 
and trembling of the sinner under con- | 
viction, evidence that he hath gracious | 
When “Paul reasoned of | 


affection: 
righteousness, temperance, and judg- 
men to come, Felix trembled.” But, 
though he trembled, under a view and | 


belief of truth, we have no evidence | pentance prevent. 
that he ever experienced the mercy of || 


God in the way of salvation by grace. 


Nor hath the sinner, let the state of his 


mind be as it may, any ground to be |) 
assured, that he will ever be a subject || 


But their believing and | 


The | will have rest; 
| 





1 
{| 
i 
Hl 
| 





estimate of the exercises of the unre- 
generate sinner, in a state of convic- 
tion, they are so far from being 
ground of assurance of his salvation, 
that they are exercises of heart, on ac- 
count of which he is exceedingly crim- 
inal; exercises, for which he is under 
indispensable o%ligation to repent im- 
mediately, exercises for which he de- 
serves the wrath of a holy God, and an 
eternal punishment in hell. Yea, they 
are such exercises, in their genuine 
nature, that he certainly will be 
damned for them, unless timely re- 
Evident, then, 1s 
it, that the state of mind in which the 
‘ eentenel sinner is, affords him no 
evidence that he will be a subject of 
es and salvation. 

4. Regeneration is necessary in OF- 
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der to salvation; but no unregene- 
rate sinner hath evidence that he ever 
will be a subject of that divine change. 

That the sinner, in order to be sa- 
ved, must experience a real change of 
heart, is asserted by our Savior. “Ve. 
rily, verily, I say ynto thee, except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” On account of 
the moral state of the sinner, is this 
change necessary. He is ina state of 
moral death, “‘dead in trespasses and 
sins.” Hence it is asserted of him, by 
the apostle, “there is no fear ef God 
before his eyes.” By the phrase, “fear 
of God,” as used in the bible, is 
meant, moral virtue or holiness—— 
Where “there is no fear of God,” there 
is no holiness, no obedience to God. 
As is asserted by St. Paul, “when ye 
were the servants of sin, ye were free 
from righteousness.” 

Moreover, there is blindness in the 
understanding. Not a blindness to 
natural, but moral beauty. And this 
blindness is caused by depravity of 
heart. “Having the understanding 
darkened, being alienated from the 
life of God, through the ignorance that 
is in them, because of the blindness of 
their heart.” This blindness of heart 
must be removed, or the sinner will 
not discern moral beauty. ‘To one un- 
der the dominion of heart blindness, 
spiritual and divine things are foolish- 
ness. He sees no glory, no loveliness, 
beauty or excellency in them. This 
is the scripture representation. “But 
the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foulishness unto him; neither can le 
know them, because they are spiritual- 
ly discerned.” This being the moral 
State of the sinner, he must be born 
again, or not see the kingdom of heav- 
en. There is no salvation without 
regeneration. Of regeneration, God 
is the sole author. “Which are born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of | 
God.” In bestowing this grace, God | 
doth it freely; not in consideration of 
any moral excellency in the character 
of him who is a subject of regenerating 








| grace. “Who hath saved us, and call- 


ed us with an holy calling, not accord- 


ing to our works, but according to his 


own purpose and grace, which was 
given us in Christ Jesus, before the 
world began.” And in this he acts 
as a sovereign. “I will have mercy 
on whom 1 will have mercy, and I 
will have compassion on whom I will 
have compassion:” Hence the apos- 
tle concludes, “It is not of him that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but 
of God that showeth mercy.” If, then, 
regeneration be absolutely necessary 
in order to salvation, and if in regen- 
eration the special grace of God be 
conferred freely and sovereignly, no 
unregenerate sinner hath any evidence 
that he ever will be a subject of effica- 


| cious grace in regeneration. He hath 
| merited eternal damnation, and down 
| to eternal destruction he may go. God 


is under no obligation to show mercy 
to him; and that he will manifest the 
riches of his grace to him, he hath no 
assurance; and if he doth not, he will, 
he must, perish eternally. 

5. In order to salvation, repent- 
ance is necessary; but the impenitent 
sinner hath no evidence he shall re- 
pent, and therefore hath no evidence he 
shall be saved. 

Bible promises connect pardon and 
salvation with repentance. Of the 
many which might be referred to, one 
promise only will now be noticed. 
“Let the wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts, and 
let him return unto the Lord, and he 
will have mercy upon him, and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon.” 
But with perdition are the impenitent 
threatened. “Except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish.”’ If, then, 
the penitent will be saved, and the 
finally impenitent will perish, he who 
is now an impenitent hath no evidence 
he will bea penitent, and consequently, 
hath no evidence he will experience 
divine mercy. Because, whatever views 
of truth he may have, whatever views 
of his character or danger, or how 
great soever the distress of his mind 
may he; or how deeply soever he may 
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be aflected with, and grieve and mourn 
over the wickedness of his past life; 
yet, in all this, being unregenerate, he 
is an impenitent. None of his exer- 
cises are of that kind with which the 
promises connect pardon and salva- 
tion; and that he ever will have such 
exercises, he hath no evidence. 

6. Those who believe, have, by 
the divine promise, assurance of sal- 
vation; but none others. 

With the least measure of that faith, 
in kind, required by the gospel, is sal- 
vation connected, by the promises of 
the gracious covenant, as hath been 
observed. ‘Thus our Lord Christ 
saith, “He that believeth shall be sa- 
ved.” And the apostle, to the same 
effect, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shall be saved.” But | 
the unregenerate sinner, however firm- 
ly he may believe in revealed religion, 
and the doctrines of grace, yet hath no 
degree of that kind of faith with which 
the promises connect salvation. 
ing in a state of unbelief, he is ina 
state of condemnation; and in the ex- 
ercise of that disposition he never can 
be saved. ‘That salvation is connect- 
ed with faith, and damnation with un- 
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Be- | 


all be damned. Some of manking 
will be put in possession of eternal glo. 
ry and blessedness in heaven, and 
some will be doomed to suffer the 
vengeance of eternal fire in hell, and 
groan oui a miserable existence among 
devils and damned sinners. ‘This dif. 
ference between some and others will 
|| be made according to, and in conse. 
quence of, the character formed in this 
life, by their moral conduct. “Fo 
we must all appear before the judg. 
iment seat of Christ, that every on: 
| may receive the things done in his bo. 
;dy, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be ‘good or bad.” 
} That some of mankind will be sa. 
| ved, and some will be damned, we 
| have evidence from a view of the 
|promises and threatenings in God's 
‘holy word. Two passages only will 
| be referred to. One is in these words 
“Who will render to every man ae: 
cording to his deeds; to them who by 
patient continuance in well doing, seek 
| for glory, and honor, and mmortality, 
eternal life: But unto them that are 
contentious, and do not obey the truth, 
but obey unrighteousness, indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and anguish, 





belief, is evident by the declaration of || upon every soul of man that doet) 


our Savior, “He that believeth on him 
is not condemned; but he that be- 
lieveth not, is condemned already; _be- 
cause he hath not believedin the name 
of the only begotten Son of God. He 
that believeth on the Son, hath ever- 
lasting life; and he that believeth not 
the Son, shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him.” He 
who is now an unbeliever hath no ev- 
idence he will be a believer; and _be- 
ing now in unbelief, “the wrath of 
God abideth on him;” and he hath 
no assurance but that it will abide on 
him forever. 

7. It appears by the constitution of 
things, which infinite wisdom hath 
seen fit to adopt, in the administra- 
tion of that government which God 
doth exercise over moral beings, that 
some of human kind will be saved, 
and some will be damned. 

AJl will not be saved; neither will 


evil, to the Jew first, and also to the 
gentile.’ ” ‘The other passage is thus; 

“Seeing it isa righteous thing with 
God to recompense tribulation to then 
that trouble you; and to you who art 
| troubled, rest with us; when the Lori 
| Jesus shall be revealed from heaven, 
with his mighty angels, in flaming 
fire, taking vengeance on them tha 
know not God, and that obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; who 
shall be punished with everlasting de 
struction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power; 
when he shall come to be glorified in 
his saints, and to be admired in all 
them that believe.” 





mankind will be saved, and some will 
be damned, we have evidence from 
these threatenings and promises. Ii 
some are to perish eternally, how 
knowest thou, O sinner, but thou 


Such is thy character, 


art the man? 


That some of 
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ormed by thy voluntary conduct; such [] ther, because he acts in such a sove- 
is thy desert, in consequence of a-|/ reign way. His words are, “I thank 
bounding iniquity, that the holy God, || thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
who hates all the workers of iniquity, earth, because thou hast hid these 
may justly send you down to hell, to || things from the wise and prudent, and 
endure his insupportable wrath, and || hast revealed them to babes. Even 
“punish you with everlasting destruc- || so, Father, for so it’ seemed good in 
tion from his presence,” by his glori- thy sight.” St. Paul, also, under di- 
ous power. ‘Thou art now, and ever || vine inspiration, acknowledges the jus- 
hast been, an enemy to Jesus Christ, |} tice of this divine claim. “For he saith 
and salvation by him; and hast not, || to Moses, I will have mercy on whom 
through thy whole life, done one thing || I will have mercy, and J will have 
in order to escape the fearful wrath of | compassion on whom I will have com- 
an angry God, a God provoked by | passion.” Inthe next verse he draws 
your héaven daring crimes. It may | this consequence: “So then, it is not 
be thy portion to die an eternal death || of him that willeth, nor of him that 
in hell, among devils and damned men || runneth, but of God that showeth mer- 
and women. It may be thy lot to|/cy.” The plain truth he then brings 
up in plain terms: “Therefore hath he 
and groan out a miserable existence, | 
in pain, horror, and despair,” where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched.” That this will not be | 
thy case, thou. hast nothing to assure : 
| 


mercy on whom he will have mercy, 
and whom he will he hardeneth.” 
And further to give God the glory of 
his sovereignty, he adds, in connection 
with what he had observed: “Hath 
thee, O sinner, whoever thou art! not the potter power over the clay, of 

8. God, in a view of all his sinful || the same lump to make one vessel un- 
creatures, hath a right to show mercy |to honor, and another unto dishonor? 
to whom he pleaseth. | What if God, willing to show his 

The infinite Jehovah claims a right || wrath, and to make his power known, 
to dispense natural good and spiritual, || endured with much long suffering the 
the blessings of common providence, || vessels of wrath fitted to destruction: 
and of special. grace, according to his || And that he might make known the 
own sovereign pleasure. And he con- || riches of his glory on the vessels of 
ducts agreeably to this claim. Thus || mercy, which he had afore prepared 
saith the Holy One, “See now, that I, || unto glory?” Thus, by divine truth 
even I am He; and there is no god || are we taught, that God hath a right to 
with me: I kill, and J make alive; I || manifest his mercy, or not, to just such 
wound, and I heal; neither is there | subjects as he pleaseth. So then, the 
any that can deliver out of my hand.” | unregenerate sinner is in the hands of 
In many other places in scripture, is || God, to be disposed of as he pleaseth. 
made the same claim, by the infinite || He may, if it be his pleasure, effect- 
majesty of heaven and earth. These || yally call you by “the renewing of 
wordsare in point: “TI will be gracious || the Holy Ghost,” and sanctify, and fit 
to whom I will be gracious, and I will || you for glory. Or, he may leave you 
show mercy on whom I will show mer- | as you are, in a sinful state, to form a 
cy.” Thus, over all his sinful crea- || wicked character, by which you will 
tures, the unchangeable Jehovah claims || be “a vessel of wrath fitted to destruc- 
a right to exercise uncontrolable, abso- tion.” What is the divine purpose 
lute, and universal dominion. To this respecting you, you know not. You 
claim our Savior gave his concurrence, || are wholly at his disposal. If you 
when he was on earth. In a view of the | should be regenerated, sanctified, and 

| 














divine conduct in bestowing the bles- || saved, the work will be all divine. 
sings of his grace on such subjects as _ But, if your heart should not be renew- 
he saw fit, he gives thanks to his Fa- |i ed by special grace, the divine mercy 
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on the plan of gospel salvation you 
will never experience. And _ then, 
when you die, to hell you must go. 
You must sink into endless perdition, 
and be a monument of punitive justice 
forever and ever. And your existence 
in the other world will be ~—— 
and wretched, and dreadful, far be- 
yond all bounds of present conception. 
Sinner, whoever thou art, this may be 
thy fearful doom! Nor have you any 
evidence but that it will. 


( To be continued. ) 
060 
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SINCERE LOVE TO JESUS CHRIST. 


When Christ was on earth he had 
many professed disciples and follow- 
ers, who were not his sincere and 
faithful friends. And ever since there 
have doubtless been many persons, 
who have professed and supposed 
themselves to be his friends, while 
they have been wholly destitute of that 
sincere love to him, which he requires, 
and which is essential to the character 
of real christians. It is exceedingly 
important, that all persons, and espe- 
cially that all professors of religion 
should consider and understand the 
nature of sincere love to Jesus Christ. 
It is therefore desired that the follow- 
ing remarks on this subject may re- 
ceive the serious and candid attention 
of every reader. 

1. Sincere love to Christ implies 
loving him for what he is in himself. 
The most odious object may be loved 
for the sake of another object. But no 
object is properly or sincerely loved, 
unless it be loved on its own account, 
or for what it is in itself. ‘The Saviour 
was greatly beloved, while he was on 
earth, by multitudes, who were not 
pleased with his true character.— 
When he rode in triumph into Jerusa- | 
lem, multitudes that went before and | 
that followed after, “cried, saving, Ho:- || 
sannah to the son of David; blessed | 
is he that cometh in the name of the | 
Lord; Hosannah in the highest. ”| 
T bene persons received him as a tem | 


poral deliverer, and loved him for the | 
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temporal benefits they expected to re. 
“— from him; but they had no love 

» his mediatorial character. Chris; 
was always able to distinguish those, 
who loved him from selfish motives, 
and spoke to them and treated 


‘them according to their real character, 


“When he was at Jerusalem at the 
passover, many believed in his name, 
when they saw the miracles which he 
did. But Jesus did not commit him. 
self unto them, because he knew all 
men and needed not that any should 
testify of man; for he knew what was 
in man.” At another time he upbraid. 
ed his professed friends and followers 
for their mercenary motives:—‘ Verily 
I say unto you, ye seek me, not be. 
cause ye saw the miracles, but because 
ye did eat of the loaves and were filled.’ 
Though men love Christ ever so much 
for the favors they imagine they have 
received or hope to receiv€; yet there 
is no sincerity in their love. Christ is 
supremely excellent. He possesses 
all divine and human excellencies, 
He is worthy to be loved for what he 
is in himself. And they who love him 
sincerely, are heartily attached to his 
personal character and conduct. They 
love him because he loved righteous- 
ness and hated iniquity; because he 


loved God and was willing to die to 


support his character and make 


honorable in pardoning sinners. Their 
love does not depend upon their know- 


ing whether he died for them in par- 


| ticular, or whether they belong to the 


number of the elect, or w hether they 
shall finally be brought to the kingdom 
of God; but their love terminates up- 
on the real excellencies and perfec- 
tions of the divine Redeemer. 

2. Sincere love to Christ is su 
preme love to him. They who love 
| him for what he is in himself, must 
love him supremely; for he is in him- 
self supremely amiable. When _ he 


' was on earth the Savior in his instruc- 


tions insisted much upon this mark of 
sincerity. He said, “He that loveth 
father or mother more than me is not 
worthy of me; and he that loveth son 
or daughter more than me is not wor- 
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iny of me.” And Christ tells us what 
he means by supreme love to him. Itis 
that, which will lead men to give up |, 
all for him; or perfect self-denial. He | | 
says, “He that taketh not his cross and || | 
followeth after me, is not worthy of | | 
me. He that findeth hi is life shall lose |, 
it; and he that loseth his life for my | 
sake shall find it.” Again he says, ie 
“Every one, that hath forsaken houses, | 
or brethren, or sister, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands |; 
for my sake, shall inherit everlasting } 
life.’ And still further to explain su- 
preme affection, he says, “If any man 
come after me and hate not his father 
and mother and wife and children and 
brethren and sisters, yea, and his own 
life also, ie cannot be my disciple. 
And whosoever doth not bear his 
cross and come after me cannot be 
my disciple.” And he concludes by | 
saying, “Whosoever he be of you that 
forsaketh not all that he hath, cannot 
be my disciple.” ‘There cannot be 
the least degree of sincere love to 
Christ but what is supreme. And 
there cannot be supreme love, without 
being willing to give up all for Christ. 
‘This he himself always made the con- 
dition of sincerity. He required this 
of the amiable young man, who could 
not find it in his heart to comply with 
this condition of salvation. And he 
made supreme affection to himself, the 
test of Peter’s sincerity after his fall. 
“Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me 
more than these?” 

3. Sincere love to Christ implies || 
loving him obediently. Sincere love 
to Christ will always lead to universal | 
obedience to his commands. Hence 
he made universal obedience the test || 
of sincere affection. “Not every one 
that saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but |; 
he that doeth the will of my father f 
whichis in heaven.” Onanotber occa- 
sion he said, “Whosoever shall do the || 
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_love me, keep my commandments.” 


| And again, “Ye are my friends, if ye 
do whatsoever | command you.” Love 
to Christ is the only source and the 
certain source of obedience to all the 
divine commands. If any sincerely 
love Christ, they will sincerely and 
delightfully do his will. And they 
will esteem his precepts concerning all 
things to be right, and perform the 
| most self-denying duties as well as oth- 
er <r s with pleasure. 
it. Loving Christ sincerely implies 

ioviee the doctrines, which he taught. 
| This he made a peculiar mark of sin- 
cerity. He told the Jews, “Ye believe 
not because ye are not of my sheep.— 
My sheep hear my voice and I know 
them and they follow me.” Again he 
said, “If a man love me, he will keep 
my ’ words. He, that loveth me not, 
keepeth not my words.” The doc- 
trines he taught often proved the test 
of the affection of his hearers. When 
he taught the doctrine of divine sove- 
reignty inthe congregation of Nazareth, 
it excited universal resentment, which 
they manifested by atte mpting ‘to de- 
stroy his life. When he taught his di- 
vinity, this was called blasphemy. 
When the tanghi the total corruption of 
the human heart, the scribes and Phar- 
isees were offended. When he taught 
the special grace of God in drawing 
sinners to himself, many of his disei- 
ples forsook him. W hen he taught 
the necessity of persevering in the 
‘love of his doctrines, the believing 
| Jews rose against him and discovered 
Indeed, his 
| doctrines were the test of the sincerity 
or insincerity of all who heard him. 
And the reason is obvious. All his 
doctrines were only so many branch- 
es of the great scheme of redemption, 
through his sufferings and death.— 
Hence Paul declared, that he determin- 
ed to know nothing in h is preaching, 
save Jesus Chris', and him crucified. 


will of my father, who is in heaven, And he speaks | of the doctrine of the 
the same is my brother, and sister and } cross as comprising the whole gospel. 


mother.” And again he says, “Why 

eall ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the 

things which I say?” Again, “If ye 
VOL. III, 


| Hence all, w ho- since rely love Christ. 


must lowe all his doctrines, which 
serve to unfold his character and de 
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signs, and consequently to display 
his real excellence and glory. It is 
not conceivable, that any sincere 
friend of Christ, should be an enemy 
to any one doctrine of the cross, when 
he rightly understands it. Some sin- 
cere christians may be liable to mis- 
understand some very important doc- 
trines of the gospel; and in that view 
of them dislike them. But none, who 
really love the Lord Jesus Christin sin- 
cerity, can knowingly and understand- 
ly reject any doctrines, which belong 
to that system of truth which Christ 
taught, and which are essential to the 
gospel scheme of salvation. Hence 
our Lord said to the Jews, “Except 
ye believe that Iam he, ye shall die 
in your sins.” And again, “Except 
ye eat the flesh and drink the blood of 
the Son of man, ye have no life in 
you.” ‘That is, except ye believe, di- 
vest and love the doctrines of the cross, 
ve cannot be saved. And again he 
said to certain, who professed to be- 
lieve, “If ye continue in my word, 
then ave ye my disciples indeed. And 
shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free.” 

5. Sincere love to Christ implies 
loving his friends and followers. This 
is abundantly insisted on in Scrip- 
ture, as implied in christian sincerity. 
Our Lord said to his followers, “A 
new commandment I give unto you, 
that ye love one another; as I have 
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And this commandment have we from 
him, that he who loveth God, love 
| his brother also.” This command the 
first and sincere disciples of Christ sin. 
cerely obeyed.” For we read, “the 
multitude of them that believed, were 
of one heart and of one soul.” It is 
the natural tendency of sincere love to 
Christ to lead his followers to love all 
his friends. ‘This mark of sincere af. 
fection is agreeable to common sense, 
and the opinion of all mankind in other 
cases. Those who sincerely love Christ, 
sincerely love to see him beloved, and 
feel attached to his friends. 
6. Sincere love to Christ implies 
loving his cause and kingdom. Christ 


professed to have a kingdom in this. 


world, though not of this world. And 
he commanded his followers to seek 
first his kingdom, as an object of the 
highest importance. And he directed 
them to pray daily for its advance- 
ment. His kingdom includes all the 
elect and the highest happiness of 
mankind. It is the joy that was set 
before him and the reward of all his 
sufferings. They, therefore, who sin- 
cerely love him, must love his cause 
and sincerely desire to promote it.— 
Accordingly Christ has made this an 
infallible test of sincere love and at- 
tachment tohim. He said, “He that 
is not for me, is against me; and he 
that gathereth not with me scattereth 
abroad.” And again, “Whosoever 


joved you, that ye also love one }; will save his life shall lose it; but who- 


another. By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if ye love 
one another.” And again, “These 
things I command you that ye love 
one another.” ‘The Apostle Paul says, 


“As touching brotherly love ye need || expression of it or not. 
not that [ write unto you; for ye your- || 7. 


selves are taught of God to love one 
another.” ‘The Apostle John says, 
‘We know that we have passed from 
death unto life; because we love the 
brethren. He that loveth not his broth- 
er abideth in death. Ifa man say, I 
love God, and hateth his brother, he is 
a liar: for, he that loveth not his 
brother whem he hath seen, how can 


he leye God whom he hath not seen? 





\] e ° 
‘into his hands. 


| soever shall lose his life for my sake 


and the gospel’s, the same shall save 

it.” Sincere love to Christ always 
implies the spirit of a martyr to his 
cause, whether his cause requires the 
Again, 
Loving Christ sincerely implies 
loving his government. Christ has all 
| power in heaven and earth committed 
He is made head over 
all things to the church. He is the 
king of Zion and the universal govern- 
or of the world. He now rules in the 
kingdoms of nature, providence and 
grace. ‘Their love to him must there- 


ay 


fore, lead his friends to rejoice that 
theiy God and Redeemer liveth. 
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The duty of Offending Members of a Church. 


And Christ says, that he shall treat 
all as his enemies who do not cordially 
submit to him. “Bring hither all those 
mine enemies, that would not that I 
should reign over them and slay them 
before me.” Those who do not love 
the government of Christ, are his ene- 
mies, and can never be treated as his 
sincere friends. 
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Though our Lord preached his 
sermon on the mount in the presence 
of the multitudes who followed him; 
yet he confined his discourse to his 
disciples. Matthew says “Seeing the 
multitudes, he went up into a mountain: 
and when he was set, his disciples 
came unto him: And _ he opened his 
mouth, and taught them, saying, Bless- 


From the various and decisive evi- |} ed are the poor in spirit,’ &c. From 
dences of sincere love to Christ, they, || this verse to the text, he continues his 
who love him sincerely, may know the | addresses to his professed followers in 
sincerity of their love. These eviden- | particular. These composed his then 
ces of sincere love are intelligible. — | little church: and to these, in the first 
The truth respecting Christ is plainly | instance, he gave the precept in the 
and fully taught in the scriptures, so | text, which was designed to bind all 
that every person may know what he professors of religion, or visible mem- 
isin himself. And the other marks of }\,bers of his visible church to the end of 
sincere love. are equally intelligible. || time. This is further evident from 
It may also be expected that they who || his repeatedly using the appellation 
sincerely love Christ, will manifest it. | Brother. “If thou bring thy gift to 


Such love is of such a nature, that it 
will manifest itself. Sincere love to 
Christ will govern the external conduct 
of real christians. It will lead those 
who possess it, to profess and manifest 


the altar, and there rememberest that 
thy brother hath aught against thee— 
go thy way; be first reconciled to thy 
brother.” Christ and the Apostles 
represent all professors of religion and 


iheir sincere and supreme affection to || members of a church, as brethren. 
Jesus Christ. But they who do not | Hence we may justly conclude, that 
sincerely love Christ, may know that | Christ gave the precept in the text to 
they are destitute of that holy Jove, || church members In particular, who 
which is necessary to their admission | are under peculiar obligations to feel 
into the presence and kingdom of the |) and express brotherly love, especially 
blessed Redeemer. _when they visibly join in acts of spir- 
‘itual communion. Christ uses the 
‘language of the Old Testament, be- 


Ch. Visitor. 


2 till | cause the ordinances of the Old Testa- 
THE DUTY OF OFFENDING MEMBERS OF || Ment were then in force, and observed 
A CHURCH. by himself and his disciples. They 





attended the passover the night before 


Therefore, if thou bring thy gift to 
the altar and rememberest that thy 
brother hath aught against thee; leave 
there thy gift before the altar and go 
thy way; first be reconciled to thy 
brother and then come and offer thy 
gift. Matthew v. 23, 24. 

It is the design of the present com- 
munication to explain this divine pre- 
cept by showing—I. To whom it is 
given; II. What it requires of those 
to whom it is given; and, III. The 
obligations such are under to obey it. 

[. Let us consider to whom this 
divine precept is given. 


his crucifixion, at the time and in the 
manner prescribed by the law of Mo- 
ses. But the sacrament of the Lord’s 


; supper now takes the place of the 
| Passover; and when christians attend 


this divine ordinance, they ought to 
hold communion not only with Christ, 
but with one another. The precept 
in the text has immediate respect to 
christians previously to their coming 
together, and holding communion at the 
table of Christ. Then, if any indi- 
vidual member reflects, that his broth- 
er in covenant hath aught against him, 


| he is directed to go and become recon 
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eiled to him before he sits down at | the same fellowship with him, as he 
_ might have done, if he had not injured 


communion with him. ‘The command 
is given to church members in partic- 
ular. 

The next thing is, 

li. To consider what this command | 
requires of them. — It runs in this form. 
“if thou bring thy gilt to the altar, aed] 
there rememberest that thy brothe 
hath aught against thee, leave ae 
thy gift a the altar, and go thy | 
way, first be reconciled to thy brother, 
and then come and offer thy gift.” 

vm precept reqt uires, 

That every member of a church, 
Ri knows he has unjustly ofiended a 


brother, should make the first advance || 
He is to go |! 
and not wait |! 


towards a reconciliation. 
to the offended brother, 
till his offended brother comes to him. 


he has actually 
broken the peace. His offended bro- 
ther is supposed to have fet hii 
know, that he feels himself injured; 
and this injury calls for a reconcilia- 
tion. 
oflending brother to go to hin whom 
he has offended, and seek to heal the 
breach of brotherly love between them. 
He knew, that one of the greatest ob- 
stacles, which lies in the way of heal. 
ing difliculties among members of a 


Christ, accordingly requires the | 


i 


| 
rl 
|) 


i} 
|, his 
/members, to remoye, if possible, this 


| 


permease eeeeengeeoensnae 


| deemer. 


him; and he must know, while he har- 
bors an injurious spirit tow ards his of. 
fending dillon r, he is not properly 
| prepared to commune with him, or 
any other brother in the church, 
Christ, therefore requires him, before 
he presumes to come to his table w ith 
offended brother and the other 


obstacle to mutual communion: ‘First 
be reconciled to thy brother;” then 
come and offer thy gift. Christ re. 
quires every oflending r member to heal 
every difficulty which he has made 
with his brethre ‘n, before he comes to 
communion. He does not, however, 
require impossibilities. Cases may 


happen, that offending members may 
{le is to seek for a reconciliation, since | 
given the offence and | 


not have health or time, or opportuni- 
ty, to go to those whom they have of- 
fended, before they are called to at- 
tend ihe sacrament. Under such cir- 
cumstances they must come penitently, 
and unite with the church in commem- 
orating the death of their divine Re- 
But these extraordinary 


| cases excepted, Christ requires every 


1 


|| whomsoever 


church. is the reluctance which each | 


party has, and especially the offending | 


party, to make the first advance. If, 


the offended makes the first advance, | 


the offender will be prone to construe 


his conduct, as a token of guilt, and 
endeavor to fasten the blame upon 


him. To prevent this evil, Christ re- 
quires the offender to go to the offend- 
ed first and seek a reconciliation. 


2. The precept in the text requires | 


every member of a ¢ hurch, who knows 


he has unjustly offended his brother, | 


to go to his offended brother, and seek 
a reconciliation before he comes to | 
communion, “Leave thy gift before | 
the altar, and go thy way; first be re- 
conciled to thy brother, and then 
come and offer thy gift.” The 
offending brother must know, that 
his offended brother cannot 


ofiending member to go, before com- 
munion, and seek a reconciliation with 
he has offended. He 
knew, that the sooner a reconciliation 
is sought, the easier it is to obtain it. 


| New difficulties are much easier settled 


than old. If the offender delays to 
seek a reconciliation, the offended wilt 
be more apt to insist upon hardei 
terms; and perhaps upon those that 
are unchristian and unreasonable. 


| Christ commands the offender, there- 
| fore, to go and heal the breach he has 


1] 
i 
j 
| 
| 
1 
| 


made, before the offended has time to 
become obstinate aye irreconcilable. 
The prec ept n the text requires 
every member of a ain ch, who knows 
that be has unjustly offended a bro- 
ther, not only to go to him first and 
before communion, but to be first re- 
conciled. “Go thy way; first be re- 
conciled to thy br other.” “This looks 
a little strange; we should be apt to 
think, that Christ would have required 


hold || the offended to be reconciled to the 
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ofiender. 


fender always has some wrong feeling 


But he knew, that the of- 


towards the offended; otherwise he 
would not have injured and offended 
him. For, “love worketh no ill to 
his neighbor.” No man ever design- | 
edly injured another out of love. ‘The 
offender always first feels wrong to- 
wards the offended, and his offence is 
an expression of his wrong feeling. 
Christ, therefore, calls upen him to be 
first reconelled to his offended brother. 


This he must do, before he advances a || 


step towards his injured brother. For 
he can neither repent, nor confess sin- 
cerely, until he becomes reconciled. 
While the offender remains unrecon- 
ciled to the offended, 
fies in his heart, if not in his conscience, 
the injury he has done; and is _ pre- 
p ared to do another instead of repent- 
ing of the past. It is thus with pro- 
priety, that Christ requires him to be 
first reconciled to his injured brother, 


and exercise a truly benevolent spirit | 


ee him. 
. The text implies and requires, 
th: g very member in the church, who 


knows he has unjustly offended a bro- | 


ther, should go with a reconciled, peni- 
tent heart, and seek a mutual recon- 
eiliation. ‘This is one principal end of 
his going to his offended brother. He 
might be reconciled on his part with- 
out seeing his offended brother; but | 
this would have no direct tendency to | 


Dring about a mutual reconciliation, | 


by removing the offence in his brother’s 
breast. 


reconciled to him, because he sup- | 
poses, that the offended will be recon- 
ciled, if he goes seasonably and pro- 
perly to him, and secks a reconcilia- 
tion. And this may well be supposed, 
for bad as human nature is, there is no 
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he always justi- | 


It is true, Christ does not say | 
any thing about his brother’s being || s 


149 


tion now before us is, how must the 
offender seek reconciliation? Christ 
has told him, he must first be recon- 
ciled to his brother. And when he 
possesses this amiable spirit, he will 
be at no loss how to conduct, in order 
to gain the forgiveness and reconcilia- 
| tion of his brother whom he has oflend- 
‘ed. His benevolent heart will dispose 
| him to confess his fault—to ask for- 
| viveness, and to engage to treat his 
lb brother well in time to come. This is 
‘| all that duty requires him to do, in or- 
| der to obtain a mutual reconciliation; 
| and Christ takes it for granted, that 
| this mode of conduct will completely 
restore brotherly love, between the of- 
fender and offended. 
|| But let this be as it may, yet, 
| 5. The precept in the text requires 
| every offending member of the church, 
| who has- become reconciled to his of- 
| fended brother, and properly sought a 
|; mutual reconciliation, to attend com- 
| munion himself. “Leave thy gift be- 
fore the altar and go thy way; first 
be reconciled to thy brother r, and then 
come and ofier thy gilt.” Leaving the 
eift at the altar ce . signifies, that 
| the offender must return to the altar, 
| Whether the offended-will become re- 
conciled to him or not. Accordingly 
|| Christ enjoins it absolutely upon the 
offender “to go and offer his gift.” 
‘There is no condition in the case. 
| After an offending brother has taken 
Christ’s directions to be reconciled to 
| his offended brother, he must without 
fail attend communion. He must not 
say, nor think within himself, because 
his offended brother has refused recon- 
| ciliation, he will do the same, and not 
/commune with him. No, when he 
feels and has acted right towards his 
|| offended brother, he is prepared to 
| hold communion with Christ, and all 








person, and especially no professor of || his true friends; and there is no bar in 
religion, but what will become recon- || the way of his performing this duty. 
ciled to an offender, if he manifest a || While he is properly reconciled, his 
iruly penitent and friendly spirit. But | unreconciled brother can do him no 
if any offended brother should refuse | harm atthe table of Christ. Having 
to be reconciled to the proper behavior | shown to whom the precept in the 
of the offender, Christ requires him to text applies, and what it requires of 
do no more, but go and join in com- them, I proceed, 

munion with the church. The ques- Ul. To point out the obligations 
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they are under to obey it. These are 
plain and obvious, for, 

1. ‘They are under obligations to 
Christ to obey his precept. He has 
in wisdom and goodness, been pleas- | 
ed to mark the path in which such im- || 
perfect and sinful creatures should | 
walk. He knew they were liable to 
offend and be offended, and that it was 
morally impossible but that offences 
would come in the purest church on 
earth. 


The duty of Offending Members of a Church. 





' the whole church, “to endeavor to kee 
| the unity of the spirit in the bond of 


peace.” And after they have offend. 
| ed, there is no other way to restore 
peace but by following the steps, 
'which Christ has required them to fol. 
low. A little leaven may leaven the 
whole lump. If offenders neglect to 
_ be reconciled to those whom they have 
offended, they may offend the whole 
church, and destroy their peace and 


And he has graciously told | harmony. To prevent these great evils, 


offenders how they must remove their | they are under strong and peculiar ob- 


offences, and seek reconciliation with |} 
those whom they have offended. Not } 
only the infinite authority pf Christ | 
binds them to obey his precept, but 
a sense of gratitude ought to constrain 
them to obedience. Christ requires 
them to manifest their love and grati- | 
tude to him by submitting to his au- 
thority. 
do whatsoever I command you.” 

2. They are under obligation to 
their offended brethren, to “obey the |, 


precept in the text, which was desi sign- | 


ed for their benefit. When real chris- | 
tians are injured and justly offended | 
by their brethren in covenant, thev 
are always grieved atthe heart. ‘They 
are ready to say with David, “had it 
been an enemy I could have borne it.” 
A real injury from christian friends is 
much more afilicting to christian bro- 
thers, than the same or greater injury 
would have been from open enemies 
of Christ and religion. Christ, there- 
fore, has been pleased to guard them 


against such grievous evils from their || 
professed friends, by commanding |/ 
those who offend them to make repara- # 


tion, by reconciliation, repentance and |}, 
eonfession. ‘The offenders are bound 
by the offence they have unjustly giv- 
en, to go benevolently and penitently, 
and ask for reconciliation and forgive- } 
ness. This obligation arises from the | 
pain and grief which they have given | 
to those, whose peace and happiness } 
they ought to seek. 

3. They are under obligation to 
sbey the precept in the text, by virtue | 
of their covenant vows and engage- 
ments. 













‘ligations to the whole church, to go 
and be sincerely reconciled to all whom 
they have unjustly offended. AndT 
may add, 

4. That they owe this duty to them- 
iselves. ‘They can never enjoy pure 
peace in their own minds, until they 
_have given proper satisfaction and 


4 
| 
} 


“Then are ye my friends, if | peace to those whom they have injured 


| and ofiended. ‘They will be unpre- 
| pared for every religious duty, and 
more especially for ‘all the duties of 
social public worship. They cannot 
/come, with a proper frame of mind, 
| to the table of Christ, and there hold 
}conmunion with him and his friends, 
whom they have abused. Christ feels 
| for all his injured members, and is dis- 
| pleased with those who have injured 
them. The approbation of Christ, 
of his friends, and of their own con- 
sciences, requires them to go directly 
and be reconciled to their offended 
| brother. 
REMARKS. 
1. We learn from what has been 
said, that all the members of a church 
ought to attend communion, when they 
_ are able to attend. Nothing but some 
| providential impediment can excuse 
their absence. Badness of weather, 
want of health, or attendance upon 
the sick, the dying, or the dead, may 
| excuse them. But ‘Christ insists, that 
they shall attend when they are able. 
Those who have never given nor taken 
| offence, certainly ought to attend. 


j 
| 
} 
' 
t 
} 


| Those who have given offence, must 
be reconciled to those whom they have 
| offended, and then attend. And those 
They have eovenanted with || who have been offended, must attend, 
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absent himself from communion, on 
account of any offence which he has 
either given or received. If he has 
| given offence, Christ has directed him 
how to prepare himself for commu- 
'nion, and then commanded him to at- 
‘tend. If he has received offence only, 
_ then his way is clear, and nothing can 
excuse him for not attending. ‘This is 
/an important point, in which all the 
| members of a church ought to be es- 
tablished, and agreed. 

| 2. We learn from what has been 
: said, the great guilt of those who have 
| unjustly offended their brethren, and 


notwithstanding any offence they have 
received. So that all must attend, 
without exception, who are able to at- 
tend. Christ gives no liberty to any 
individual member, to absent himself 
voluntarily from communion, in a sin- 
gle instance. And a voluntary ab- 
sence, On one communion day, is a 
public offence, which deserves public 
censure. But since it is difficult to 
prove that a single absence is volun- 
tary, itis commonly overlooked by the 
church. But if the member avows 
his absence to be voluntary, on ac- 
count of any offence given or received, || 
he certainly ought to be called to | yet neglect, or refuse, to become re- 
account, and if impenitent, censured. f ciled to them. They live in the vio- 
But strange to tell, the very command |; lation of Christ’s express command. 
of Christ in the text, has been alleged || They violate their engagement to the 
to justify members for absenting them- | church. They destroy their own 
selves from communion, on account of | peace, and grieve their christian 
some offence they have received from [ brethren, and do all in their power 
some of their brethren. It appears || to render a reconciliation imprac- 
from what has been said, that the com- | ticable. 
mand in the text is addressed to 3. We learn from what has been 
offenders, and not to those who are } said, that those are very criminal and 
offended. It requires offenders to |; inexcusable, who refuse to be recon- 
make satisfaction to those whom they |! ciled to their offending brethren, upon 
have injured, and then attend com- || the terms which Christ has proposed. 
munion without delay. But the com- || They become offenders against those 
mand says nothing tothe offended. It || who have offended them—to them- 
neither requires nor forbids their at- || selves—to the church, and to Christ 
tendance. ‘They are left in the same || himself. He has represented such 
situation with those, who have neither | conduct in a most alarming light. 
given nor reeeived offence; and of See Matthew 6; 12, 14,15. Mark 
consequence, they are under the same || 11; 25, 26. Matthew 18; 21, 35. 
obligation to attend. There is, in- 4, We learn from what has been 
deed, another text, which looks much || said, that those who have mutually 
more like a permission for the offend- | injured one another, ought mutually 
r 
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ed to absent themselves. It is this,— |) to seek a reconciliation. Both par- 
“Now we command you, brethren, in || ties ought to make the advance, and 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, |; not wait for each other. They are 
that ye withdraw yourselves from any || both offenders, to whom the command 
brother that walketh disorderly, and | of Christ applies. 

not after the tradition which ye have || 5. This subject teaches all members 
received from us.” But this command || of churches, who have either given or 
requires the whole church to withdraw || received offence, how they ought te 
from a disorderly member. But how || conduct. 

is this to be done? Certainly not by |} Offenders must be reconciled to the 
all the members absenting theinselves || offended—and both come to commu- 
from the table of Christ, but by the || nion, as the apostle directs. “Purge 
regular excommunication of the delin- |; out, therefore, the old leaven, that ye 
quent person. Hence it certainly fol- }; may be a new lump, as ye are unleav- 
lows, that po member ought ever toll eyed, For even Christ, our passover, 
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is sacrificed for us. Therefore let us 
keep the feast, not with old leaven, 
neither with the leaven of malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth.”? ‘This 


will be pleasing to Christ, _— eratie | 


fying to all his friends at his table. 
Christian Visitor. 
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For the Utiea Christian Repository. 
REVIEW 


Of“a refutation of the views entertain- 
ed bv the advocates of Dr. Emmons’ 


theory respecting the necessity of 


the moral evil existing in the uni- | 

verse to a display of the divine glo- 

ry.” 

This refutation, as it is called, is 
bound ina little volume; with an elab- 
orate review of Dr. Emmons’ works. 
It is written in a handsome style, and 
printed with a beautiful new type, on 
fine white paper; and has every thing 
to recommend it but consistency with | 
itself, sound reasoning, plain common 
sense, aid theological truth. 

The author employs himself through 
ihe first five pages of his Refutation, 
in giving what he considers a summa- 
ry of the arguments made use of by the | 
advocates of the Dr’s theory, and in 
shewing some of the sad conclusions | 
which follow from the principles which 
they have laid down. 

On the 260th page of his book, 
which is the 6th page of the Refuta- 
tion, he tells us that any unpre ree 
man will not be at a loss to decide 
that the arguments of the friends of | 
the Doctor’s theory, together with the || 
position from whic h they are deduced, 
“are essentially erroneous; at vai. | 
ance with the dictates of reason; in- 
consistent with the actual views and | 
feelings of the children of God, wlien 
exercising godly sorrow for sins and | 
ficentious in their tendency.” 

After our author has in this modest 
and unassuming manner spattered his 


gall over the sentiments of a every res- | 


Review. 





| vants of Christ, he tells us on the same 
| page, that, “If such be in fact the na. 
| ture of the sentiments and argument, 
lof such men, if he should succeed jp 
an attempt to subvert that position and 
| intercept these conclusions from it, he 
| shall perform a task he trusts not Un. 
i veo Such he assures us, (on 
| page 261) will be the result of his at. 
Ht te mpt, if he is able to establish the fol. 
i howls ” proposition, viz. 
} “Did mankind, in the cifcumstan. 
ces in which they are placed, yield g 
| perfect obedience to the divine OV 
ernment, their obedience would con. 
/ stitute as good materials as their diso. 
|| bedience does for a perfect display oj 
the divine glory; and the same sum 
| of glory would result to the Most High 
fi rom the system of events which would 
| then exist, as redounds to him from 
| the sy stem of events which now ex- 
i ox 
| 1 1S proposition, our author tells 
US on page 264, “Respects all man 
1 kind—It respec ts Adam when he com. 
{mitted his first and all his other trans 
i ressions; and it respects all his pos 
Hh terity, whether Jews, Heathens, or 
C hristians, at the ime of committing 
all their transgressions.’ 
In explaining what a means by 
| obedience, in the circumstances in 
| which men are placed at the time ol 
| transgression, our author tells us, page 
| 261 and 262, that an obedience ren- 
] dered in circumstances of less tempta- 
| tion or more powerful influence em- 
|| ployed to excite them to obedience. 
| would be of less value, and conse: 
| quently would not furnish as good ma- 
| terials for displaying the divine glory, 
as their present disobedience does.— 
| On page 263, he tells us, that their 
circumstances, to which he alludes in 
his proposition, include every thing 
which has 
| duct. 
Now if is this proposition be true, 
“2 it is true, 
‘Fhat if Adam had not fallen, 
ie with all his posterity had been sae 
ved by the covenant of works, precise- 


any influence on their con- 


pectable number of the devoted ser- | ly the same quantum of glory would 
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have accrued to the divine name, as |! obeys, would. only glorify God just 
will now accrue from the salvation of |} as much as the disobedience; and as 
the elect through the atonement and |} obedience under more of the gracious 
righteousness of Christ. According |j influence of the Spirit of God, than 
to this strange doctrine, how great has || was enjoyed when the disobedience 
been the triumph of Satan over the || took. place, would glorify God less 
Redeemer! That apostate angel, did || than obedience under the same cir- 
in one ill-fated hour, render it necessa- || cumstances in which the person dis- 
ry for the Son of God to descend from || obeyed, it follows conclusively, that 
heaven, lead a miserable life, and die |) obedience under more of the gracious 
an accursed death, merely to place |! influences of the Holy Spirit, than was 
things in as good a state as they were}! enjoyed at the time of disobedience, 
before the fall. Now if this were true, || would glorify God less than disobe- 
if the great enemy of our souls had }) dience itself. 
thus once triumphed over our blessed | Since, then, it is an established 
Lord, where would be our security || truth, that Christians, when they obey 
that he would not get another, and || God, are under the influence of more 
another advantange, until at last, Ich- bie grace, than when they disobey him; 
abod should be written upon the. gates || it will follow as the conclusion of the 
of the heavenly city? | whole matter, that christians alw ays 
2. If this proposition be true, then || glorify God more by their disobedience 
it will follow, that, if after Jesus had | than the 'y do by their obedience. 
come into the world, no one could | Here it will be natural for the read- 
have been found to crucify him; God |er to ask, can any man in his senses 
would have been just as much ¢lorifi- 1 be willing to contend for a proposition 
ed by his dying a ‘natural death, or as- | which will lead to such ridiculous con- 
cending to heaven without dying, as | clusions? Yes, there are a great ma- 
he iS, and will be by his crac ifixion. ny men who w ill contend for any thing, 
Phis is certainly a legitimate inference ! and adlopt any se ntiment, to get r id of 
from the author's the ory; for he tells |; | believing the doctrine of divine sove- 


us, page 264, that his proposition ex- || reigi ity. The language of the carnal 

















fends to Jews and heathens, at the || | mind is, “I hate him, and will not 
time of committing all their sins. | have ‘aa to rule over me.” 


3. But we have not yet come to 
ihe cream of the author’s discovery. 
de tells us, as we have already seen, 
on page 264, that obedience, un- 


ti 
der precisely the same circumstances, Tue subject of prayer lies at the 
| 
| 
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which the person was in when he ie foundation of all practical religion. 
obeyed, would promote the divine glo- || Upon a thorough and correct know- 
ry just as much, and no more, than jj ledge of its nature, design, and effica- 
his disobedience. ‘This he tells us is cy, are suspended all our hopes for 
true of all men at the time they com- |j eternity. Ever since the calling of 
mit all their sins. Abraham, the great head of the church 

On page 262, he tells us, that obe- has manifested among all nations, that 
dience, yielded when more powerful || his eyes are upon the r righteous, and 
influence was employed to excite to it, his ears open unto their cry. In 
would be of less value, and conse- || answer to prayer, and in remembrance 
quently, would not glorify: God so || of his covenant, God preserved his 
much as obedience under just the same || ancient church from the universal 
circumstances in which the disobe- || reign of superstition and idolatry. In’ 
dience took place. answer to prayer, according to the 

Now as obedience, under the same || promise and will of our Savior, the 
circumstances in which the perzon dis- Holy Spirit came down on the day of 
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Pentecost, and three thousand souls | 
were made to feel that there is a God | 
in Israel, and, that he hears the prayers | 


of his children. 


And the prayer of | 


faith is the mighty engine which is to. 
effect the final overthrow of the king- | 


dom of darkness, and to establish up- | 


on its ruins the kingdom of our Re- 
deemer. 


doctrine of the prayer of faith. 


This [ must believe. 


faith.” 


thing for which they pray will be grant- 
ed, and consequently, such as obtain 
the identical thing for which they pray, 
{ cannot subsribe to it. It is written, 
whatsoever is not of faith, is sin. But 


My design in this essay, is | 
to elicit and examine the sentiments | 
contained in a series of articles which | 
made their appearance in the Reposi- | 
tory for March, signed N.S. S. N. and | 
as I proceed, to elucidate the scripture 
| ness, and to fill us with that peace 

Article 1st. “We believe there is | 
no prayer acceptable but the prayer of | 
But 
what is the prayer of faith? If the fra-' 
mers of this article mean that no prayers | 
are acceptable but such as are offered | 
in full confidence, that the identical | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. | 


In faith of what? Doubtless, in faith | 


of truths revealed in the gospel, con- 


cerning the way of our access to the | 


Father, and of his readiness to hear 


. | 
and answer all those who pray in the 


spirit, according to his will and in the | 
name of Christ. Those who know | 
of any other prayer of faith, except it 
is a prayer for power to work miracles, | 
will please to define it. 
Article 2d. “We believe this prayer | 
is always dictated by the immediate | 
influence of the Holy Spirit”? ‘The | 
word dictated in this article, as ap-, 
plied to the office of the Spirit, is alto- | 
gether unscriptural. ‘To dictate, is to | 
deliver with authority; or to pro-| 
nounce what another shall speak or | 
write; and the scriptures no where in- 
timate, that it is the office of the Spirit, | 
to dictate or pronounce what we shall 
speak when we pray. This article 
means nothing less than this; that 
in order to pray acceptably, the Holy 
Spirit must reveal to us the identical | 


‘thing for which we pray. Now it is | more christians that the identical 






| 





not the business of faith, to believe 
new, unscriptural revelations, but to 
believe what is already revealed. 
The scripture does not say, we know 
not what to pray for, and stop here; 
but says, we know not what to pra 

for as we ought. Which plainly 
implies, that it is the office of the Spir- 
it, to give us a right temper of heart 
when we pray; to give us low and 
abasing views of our sinfulness and 
depravity; to excite holy and heavenly 
aflections; to enkindle steady and ar- 
dent desires; to divest us of all selfish- 


and holy benevolence, which makes 
the glory of God and the best good of 
his moral kingdom, the end and aim 
of all our desires and prayers. It is 
not so much the office of the Spirit 
to teach us what to pray for, as to 
teach us how to pray. In regard to 
spiritual blessings, the subjects of 
prayer have long since been revealed, 
and the way-faring man though a fool, 
need not err therein. It is said, Luke 
11, 9, ask and it shall be given you; 
and we are told in the 13th verse, 
what shall be given. How much 
more shall your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him. We may then, always ask for 
the Holy Spirit, in his convicting, con- 
verting, sanctifying and comforting in- 
fluences, which comprehends all the 
blessings God has ever promised to 
bestow through the efficacy of the 
atonement of Christ. The scripture 
representation of the office of the 
Spirit is, that he helpeth our infirmi- 
ties and maketh intercession for the 
saints according to the will of God: 
which obviously implies that we are 
dependent on the Spirit for that tem- 
per and those affections of heart which 
we exercise in every acceptable pray- 
er. We may notice also that he mak- 
eth intercession for the saints accord- 
ing to the will of God, (his revealed 
will,) and not according to a belief, 
that we shall receive the identical 
thing for which we pray; nor accord- 
ing to an agreement between two or 





eve 
L to 


Ow 
Tes 
ray 
nly 
Dir. 
art 
nd 


us 





On the Prayer of Faith. 


thing for which they pray, is in itself | 
desirable. Says Bickersteth, “We 
cannot now expect those extraordina- | 
ry gifts of the Holy Spirit, which ena- | 
bled the early christians to pray in an 
unknown tongue, or which suggested | 
every particular word or expression. | 
Our prayers are not so entirely under 
the influence of the Spirit, as to be the. 
work of inspiration. But the Holy | 
Spirit does give those graces of love, | 
fear, hope, joy and resignation, that 
are suited to this duty; does excite holy 
desires, raise holy expectations and 
work in us holy affections; does, we 
are persuaded, often incline our minds 
to pray, and help us in prayer, giving 
us clear perceptions, a ready utterance 
and a humble confidence.” And 
here I beg leave to ask the framers of 
the article under consideration, or 
their friends, if it is unscriptural to 
suppose, that God the Father, as a 
righteous moral governor, separate 
from the distinct office of the Holy 
Spirit, does, sometimes, by a sovereign 
act of his own, move the christian to 
pray acceptably? If not, what moves 
the christian to pray acceptably when 
he asks for the grace of the Holy 
Spirit? 

Article 3d. “We believe that every 
prayer thus dictated, God will answer 
by giving the identical thing for which 
the christian prays. Math. 18. 19. 
Iftwo of you shall agree on earth as 
touching any thing that they shall ask, 
it shall be done for them of my Father 
which is in heaven.” If L understand 
the words of our Savior in this, and 
the following verse, his object is to en- 
courage his disciples to union in 
prayer. For, says he, “When two or 
three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of 
them.” But we may apply this prom- 
ise to all acceptable prayer. It be- 
comes necessary here to consider, the 
condition and extent of the promise. 
According to the system of faith laid 


down in these articles, the only condi- | 


tion of the promise is, that we be 
agreed, and believe we shall have the 


| 
| 
| 
} 
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this secures the blessing. From this 
passage and many others in scripture, 
we have a right to believe, and must 
believe, that he is, and that he is a re- 
warder of them that diligently seek 
him. And this is the confidence we 
must have in him, that if we ask any 
thing, according to his will, he hear- 
By which I understand, that 
we must ask for such blessings as it is 


agreeable to his revealed will to grant. 
_And with such a temper and disposi- 


‘tion of heart, as he requires of those 


who come to himin prayer. Asking 
for such things, with such a temper and 
disposition, the confidence we then 
have, is that God is able and willing, 
to do all that he has promised to do. 
And the promise is (Ps. 145. 19,) He 
will fulfil the desire of them that fear 
him; He also will hear their cry, and 
will save them. And he will fulfil 
their desire sometimes, by giving them 
the identical thing for which they 
pray; sometimes by giving them some 
other blessings, and sometimes, by 
withholding the blessing, according as 
it shall be consistent with his glory, 
and the best good of his moral king- 
dom; and this always has and always 


‘will fulfil the desire of every pious, ho- 


ly, believing soul. Again, I presume no 
one will venture to apply the promise, 
in its most unlimited sense, and say 


,that it comprehends every temporal 


and spiritual blessing, which our hea- 
venly Father can bestow upon his be- 
lieving children. No, but it compre- 
hends all spiritual blessings. Now I 
would ask, where the scripture makes 
any distinction, in regard to the be- 
stowment of blessings. Certainly not 
in the passages quoted in proof of this 
article; and as I have none in the bi- 
ble, where such a distinction is made, 
I leave it for others to find them. The 
scriptures always inculcate the same 


‘holy love, the same godly fear, the 
‘same child-like confidence, and the 
same unreserved submission, in asking 


' 


for spiritual as in asking for temporal 
blessings. And who ever heard of 
asking for temporal blessings without 


identical thing for which we pray, and || that holy, humble, unreserved submis-. 
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sion, which feeds, if it does not speak, 
“thy will and not mine be done.”— 
We may, then, fairly conclude, if the 
scriptures make no such distinction, 
that there is none; that christians have 
no right to make one, and that the ex- 
tent of the promise is the same in re- 
gard to temporal as to spiritual bles- 
sings. We have no more right to in- 
fer that God means more than he 
says, when we ask for spiritual bles- 
sings, than when we ask for temporal 
blessings. And this is agreeable to 
the analogy of scripture. Luke 11. 
9—13, Ask, and it shall be given 
you, &c. Now let me ask, what 
earthly parent would be so unwise as 
to require this confidence of his chil- 
dren, to believe that they shall al- 
ways receive the identical thing for 
which they ask, simply on this condi- 
tion, that. they be agreed and believe 
that they shail receive it; without re- 
serving to himself the prerogative to 
grant or withhold the blessing, accord- 
ing as it shall or shall not be consis- 
tent with his character as a wise pa- 
rent, and consistent, not only with the 
best good of the petitioners, but with 
the best good of the whole family: 
‘To suppose such a thing of a wise pa- 
rent would certainly be unreasonable. 
Would it not be infinitely more un- 
wise in God to require this confidence 
of his believing children, and to make 
this the only condition on which to 
bestow his gifts? ‘To suppose this is to 
change the glory of the incorruptible | 
God unto an image made like to cor- 
ruptible man. It is to take from him 
the prerogative which he so justly | 
claims,to have mercy on whom he will, 
and whom he will to harden. This scrip- 
iure obviously means that when we ask 
for spiritual blessings we shall receive 
spiritual blessings; that when we ask 
acceptably for any particular spiritual 
blessing, that God can, and does some- 
times answer by ceiving us some other 
spiritual blessing; and this fulfils our de- 


sire, because we believe our heavenly || 
_ Father knows what is best for us. Sup- 
pose a case—Here isa parent; he has 
but one kind of food to bestow; his child 
is hungry; he asks for a particular 
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, portion of that food, sufficient to satis. 
| fy his hunger; his: parent thinks best 
| to give him sufficient to satisfy his hun- 
' cer; but does not give him the identical 
} /portion for w hich he asks. The 
| question now is, whether the de. 
| sire of the child is granted? If it is not, 
' then I say it is an unreasonable desire, 
}and God our Heavenly Father, has 
never promised to fulfil such desires, 
We may then believe that God can 
| and often does satisly the desires of his 





| children by giving them some blessing, 
| very different from the ble ssing which 
t! ley 


! 


y specify in their prayers. And 
this belief is in exact accordance with 
scripture examples. Our Saviour says 
I know that thou hearest me always. 
The apostle John says; And if we 
know that be hear us, whatsoever we 
ask we know that we have the peti- 
| tions that we desired of him. Our 
5 aviour then always had the petitions 
| he desired of his Father. He prayed 
repeatedly, that the cup of suffering 
| might pass from him, but that cup did 
not pass from him. Paul prayed that 
‘the thorn in his flesh might be taken 
away. It was not taken away, but 
|| instead of removing it, the Lord said, 
| my grace is sufficient for thee. Here 
we see Paul’s desire was fulfilled, but 
he did not receive the identical thing 
for which he prayed. It is absurd to 
say, that inthese instances, God grant- 
* the identical thing prayed for. If 
| language means any thing, He did not. 

It is equally absurd to say, the peti- 

tioners did not exercise that faith which 








| 








| they did not, they sinned in these pe- 
titions; for whatsoever is not of faith is 
| sin. And here permit me to suggest a 
| few inquiries. Did’David receive the 
identical thing for which he prayed, 
| when he p rayed for the life of his child? 
Did Stephen, a man full of faith and 
of the Holy Gost, when, with his dy- 
| ing breath he prayed, Lord, lay not 
| this sin to their charge? Did our Sav- 
iour, when, in the agonies of death, he 
| prayed, F ather forgive them, for they 
| know not what they do? or did they 
not pray in faith? 


Articles 4 and 5. 


There seems to 








is the condition of the promise. if 
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be a kind of incongruity in these arti- || fidence, which rises to an assurance 
cles when taken together. The first || that we shall receive the thing we pray 
speaks of the christian as having a | for, then we do not pray in faith, con- 
confidence when he prays that he shall || sequently we sin. And all the holy 
receive the things for which he prays; || apostles and prophets since the world 
and from the passage here quoted it |; began, and all the worthy of every age 
seems to imply that this confidence || and nation, who, when they asked for 
rests upon the promise and power of || spiritual blessings, have prayed in the 
God. But the next article says; We || exercise of submission to the will of 
believe this confidence of the christian || God, have sinned in so doing. 





will be in proportion to the evidence U.E. 
he has within himself that his prayer 

is dictated by the Spirit; which confi- For the Utica Christian Repository. 
dence often rises to an assurance. || POPULAR RELIGIOUS PHRASEOLOGY. 
Here we notice first, that the confi- “There are certain popular phrases 


dence of the christian rests upon, and || current in the select and exclusive re- 
is in proportion to the evidence he has || ligious circles of the day, which every 
within himself, that his prayer is dicta- || man of taste and piety,1 am sure, would 
ted by the Spirit, andnoton any prom-||-wish to see disused, if their banish- 
ise before revealed. Again, we may || ment could be efiected without do- 
notice that the confidence spoken of in || ing violence to weak and _ bigotted 
this, and the former article, gives no |} minds. They are the Shibboleths 
assurance whatever, unless we know || of religionists of a certain cast, by 
that the Holy Spirit dictates to us the |} which they know and are known of 
very thing for which we pray. Now, || each other; while to a bystander unin- 
what reasons have we to believe that structed in eeir peculiar phraseology, 
God will make any new revelations? | they would often appear unintelligible, 
and what, I would ask, is meant by |! or calculated to impress erroneous 
a confidence which gives no assur- || ideas of doctrinal truth. Iam told for 
ance? i instance, that Mr. A. has obtained a 

Article 6th. “We believe it is the hope; that Mr. B. has eapertenced re- 
duty and privilege of every christian || /igion; and that Mr. C. has at length 
to make this prayer.” If ithas been || come out bright. Now I can imagine 
fairly proved, as I think it has, that |) what is meant by “obtaining a hope,” 


ee ar nat | 
the prayer implied in the preceding || though I should feel obliged to con- 
articles is unscriptural, then certainly it 


‘tend that every man may safely in- 
is neither the duty, nor the privilege || dulge a hope of eternal life on the ex- 
of christians to make this prayer. | ercise of an evangelical faith and re- 

Article 7th. “We believe that all the || pentance; but to the other phrases I 
commands and instructions in the Bi- | confess myself unable to attach any 
ble concerning prayer have respect || definite idea. Why should it be tho’t 
and apply to the prayer of faith.” On | expedient to clothe the loveliness of 
this article I say nothing; but refer my || religion in such a disgusting garb of 
readers to a sermon written by Dr. || cant phraseology, as cannot but ren- 
Emmons, in his fourth volume, entitled || der the whole subject revolting to men 
the “Faith of Miracles.” of taste, whose religious principles are 

It 1 understand the sentiments con- || not already well established? Is it not 
tamed in these articles, whenever we || the duty of more enlightened minds 
ask for any blessing, and have not the |) to watch over the religious phreseolo- 
evidence within ourselves that our || gy of the ignorant? It may be thought 
prayer is dictated by the Spirit; that is, || that the evils of this religious mysti- 
have not an immediate revelation that || cism are too trifling to require notice: 
the Spirit is working in us both to will || But I suspect their operation is wider 
and to do; and unless we haye a con- |! than can readily be imagined, At all 
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our hands? They merely ask of usan |! rian belief with the sure word of God, 
act of incorporation. This is all they || Such a representation of the subject, 
ask, and all they expect to receive. /and inso condensed a form as this traet 
And it is upon this, if no other reason || presents it, will doubtless be of essential 
existed, that I conceive they are enti- | benefit to the cause of truth and gospel 
tled toan act of incorporation.” | sentiments. It contains 35 pages; 

| 

h 


Hon. Mr. Hubbard—<The studies || price 10 cents; is published at Green. 
pursued at Amherst are College stu- fie ld, Mass. but will probably be circu. 
dies, precisely the same as those pur || lated in the neighboring states. It is 
sued at Yale. The petitioners have || recommended to all, who wish to form 
not come here without funds, without || Some definite notion of Unitarianism, 
buildings, without instructors, and with- || 0 peruse this pamphlet. 
out students. They have taken con- A FRIEND TO TRUTE: 
stitutional ground. And why are they 
not entitled to all the cor porate pow- 
ers they ask, as much as banks, insur- | 
ance companiegy, &c.? The people | 
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+ BAGa- 
| ORDINATION. 
| On Wednesday, February 25, 1824, 
have aright to expect, that government the Rev. Samug, MaAnnine, was or- 
will act impartially towards literary || dained and installed pastor over the 
institutions, as well as towards manu- || Second Congregational Church and 
facturing establishments.” Society in Sherburne, N. Y. _ Intro- 
A SUBSCRIBER. ductory prayer by Rey. Nathaniel La- 
tham, Hamilton; sermon and conse- 
— crating prayer by Rev. Jesse Miner, 
For the Utica Christian Repository. Madison; Char ge to the pastor by 
EXHIBITION OF UNITARIANIS © Rev. Asa Donaldson, Guilford; right- 
Having lately perused a pamphlet hand of fellowship by Rev. Charles E. 
entitled “An exhibition of Unitarian- Av ery, Columbus; address to the 
ism, with Scriptural extracts,” I beg || © ‘hurch and Society by Rev. John B. 
leave to offer a very few remarks upon Hoyt, Greene; concluding prayer by 
it to the readers of the Repository. In } Rev. David Se Morse, Plymouth. 
our country, a great portion of the cr- The day being serene and pleasant, 
thodox uitiaihod are exceedingly ig- | the concourse, numerous and attentive, 
norant of the sentiments and religious } the parts performed by the ordaining 
opinions, which are entert: toad by | council solemn, appropriate and inter- 
Unitarians. It is thought by many, | esting, and the music well selected and 
who have not troubled ‘themselves to | properly conducted, rendered the scene 
examine the subject, that they do not } traly j impressive, satisfactory and de- 
differ essentially from the orthodox. lightful. In Mr. Manning the Church 
And it is feared, a large number of pi-. and Society are happily united, and to 
ous and sound men, think there is no- || him and his pious companion they 
thing dangerous in the sentiments of || Seem to be sincerely and. warmly at- 
Unitarians. ‘This, it is presumed, is || tached. May their conduct always 
owing to the want of correct informa- manifest that they are ardently devo- 
tion and clear evidence respecting what || ted to the spiritual concerns of their 
those people do really believe. To || people, and may they ever be actua- 
furnish this information and evidence, || ted, not by the love of the world, which 
appears to be the design of this Tract. has been the ruin of many, but by the 
It contains the religious sentiments of || love of Christ their Redeemer. 
the standard Unitarian writers, both 
To Correspondents.—We have received two com- 
European and American, accompani- || munications from ‘E.R.’ One has been anticipated 
ed with such scriptural extracts, as || >¥ Ay in our last. The other is not written witl 


sufficient care. Several are also omitted for want of 


pertain to the subjects. It in fact a- jj room. 
rs ° (7 For an account of the receipts at the *Utic® 
mounts to a comparison of the Unita- || Missionary Depository,’ see cover. 
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Catalogue of Books, Continued. 


Burn’s obsefvations on abortion, ‘contain- 
ing an account of the manner in whith 
it takes place, the causes which pro- 
duce it, and the method of preventing 
or treating it, 

Barclay’s new. Anatomica) Nomenolature, 
relating to the terms, whieh are ex- 
pressive of position and aspect in the 
animal system, ; 

Botanical Harmony delineated, or appli- 
cations of some general laws of na- 
ture to plants, illustrated with plates, 
by James Henry Bernardin De Saint 
Pierre, 

Boyer’s Lectures upon the diseases of 
the bones, arranged into a systematic 
treatise, illustrated with plates, by A. 
Richerand, 

Bigelow’s Sequel, to the Pharmacopoeia 
of the United States, being an account 
of the origin, qualities and medical uses 
of the ‘articles and. compounds. which 
constitute that work, with their modes 
of prescription and admmnistration, 

Bell’s Engravings of the Arteries, illus- 
trating the second volume of the Anato- 
my of the human body, and serving as 
an introduction to the surgery of the 
arteries, 

—- Operative Surgery, founded on. the 
basis of anatomy, in 2 volumes, by Chas. 
Bell, : 

Anatomy and Physiology of the hn- 
man body, containing, the anatomy of 
the bones, muscles and joints, andthe 
heart and arteries, by John Bell;—and 


the. aratomy and physiology of. the. 


brain and nerves, the organs of the 
senses andthe viscera, by Charles Bell, 
F. R:S. E. in vols. vad 

—— Treatise on Gonorrhea Virulenta and 
Lues Venerea, by Benjamin Bell, with 
notes, adapted to the present state of 
practice in those diseases, 2 volumes in 
one, 


—— Discourses on the nature and cure of. ¢ 


wounds, in two volumes by John Bell, 
Surgeon, 7 


Bancroft on Fever, being an essay on the 


disease called Yellow Fever, with observe © 


ations concerning Febrile contagion, Ty- 
- phus Fever, Dysentery and the Plague, 
Bard’s compendium the theory and 

practice of midwifery, -. | 
Bichat’s Geneial Anatomy, applied ‘to 


physiology and. medicine, . translated ' 


rom the French, by George Hayward, 
M.D: in 3. vols. 


Bhimenbach’s Anatomy, being a short sys- 
tem of comparative anatomy, translated 


from the German by William Lawrence, 
Burn’s Dissertations. on inflammation, con- 
. taining Eee: dissertation, “on 
some ofthe laws ofthe animal econo- 
my, onthe history, causes and conse- 
quences of simple inflammation, 


Blumenbach on the institutions of. .physi- 
ology, supplied with numerous and ex- 
tensive notes, by John Elliston, M. D. 

Botanic Garden, a: poem in two parts, 
part ist, containing: the economy of 
vegetation; part od, the loves of the 
plants, with philosophical notes, 

€Cooper’s Dictionary of practical surgery, 
comprehending all the most interesting 
improvements, fromthe earliest times 
down to the present period, an account 
ef the instruments, remedies, and appli- 
cations employed in’ surgery, the ety- 
mology and’ signification of the principal 
terms, and numerous references to an- 
cient and modern. works, forming to- 
gether a ‘‘Catalogue Raisonnee”’ of sur- 
gical literature, with a variety. of origin- 
al facts-and observations, in-2 vols. 

~—— First: lines: of the practice of Ty, 
designed as an introduction for students, 
and a concise book of references for 
practitioners, with sixteen copper plates, 
in 2.vols. 

Coxe’s Medical Dictionary, containing a 
concise ‘explanation of: all. the terms 
used in Medicine, Surgery, Pharmacy, 
Botany, Natural History, Chemistry and 
Materia Medica, me 

Coe’s treatise on biliary concretions, or 
stones in the gall-bladder and.ducts, 

Chisholin on Fever, an essay on the ma- 
lignant pestilential’ Fever, introduced 
into the West India islands from Boul- 
lar‘on the coast of Guinea, as.it appear- 
ed in 1793, 1794, 1795 and 1796, inter- 
spetsed with observations: and. facts, 
tending to prove that the Epidemic ex- 
isting at Philadelphia, New-York, &c, 
was the same fever introduced by infec- 
tion imported from the West India isl- 
ands, by ©. Chisholm, M. D. 

Cullen’s first lines of the practice of phys- 
ic, with supplementary notes, including 

othe more recent improvements in the. 
practice of medicine, by Peter Reid, 2 
vols, in one, ' Fs 

Chaptal’s Elements of Chemistry, 3 vols, 
in one, hee . 

Currie’s Medical Reports on the effects of 
water, cold and warm, asa remedy. in 
fever, and other. diseases, whethier ap- 
plied to the surface of the body, or used 
internally, 2 vols. in one, 

Cullen’s Treatise of the Materia Medica, 
Wt vole. et Pop eae ® 

Cooper’s Chemistry, being an introducto- 
ry lecture with notes and references, 

Corvisart’s essay on the organic diseases 
and lesions of the heart and t ves- 

_ sels, from the clinical lectures of I N. 
Corvisart, published under his. inspec- 
tion, by €. E.. Horen, with notes by 
Jacob Gates, M. M. §.°S.. 


“Cutbush’s Chemistry, being: the philoso- 
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pay of experimental chemistry, in two 

vols. | . 

Cow Pox, a concise view of all the most 
important facts which have hitherto :ap- 
peared concerning the Cow Pox by €. 
R. Aitkin, 

Carver’s’ Farriery—Practical ‘Horse Far- 
rier, of the Traveller’s Pocket Compan- 
ion, showing the best method to pre- 
serve the horse uw health, and likewise 
the cure of the most prominent diseases 


to which this noble.animal is subject, in, 


the United States of America, embellish- 
ed with 3-engravings, 

Clark’s do. a treatise onthe prevention of 
diséases incidental to hutses; from bad 
management in regard to stables, food, 
water, air, and exercise, to which are 
sicbjoined, ebservations on some. of’ the 
surgical and medical branches of Far- 


riery, : 
Clater’s do. every man his ewn cattle doc- 
tor, or a practical treatise. on the dis- 
eases of horned. cattle, being a concise 
and familiar description of all the dis- 
eases incident to oxen, cows and sheep, 


with the most simple and effectual . 
method of curing each disorder, in all 


its various stages, and the most effica- 
cious treatment of cows, before, at, 
and after the time of calving, and also of 
‘ewes during the lambing: season, 


Culley’s observations on live stock, con- 


taining hints for choosing and’ improv- 


ing the best breeds of the most useful » 


kinds of domestic animals, 

Catalogus plantarum, or a catalogue of the 
hitherto known pative and naturalized 
plants of North America, by Henry 
Muhlenberg, D. D. 

Desault’s Surgery. being the . surgical 
works, or statement.of the doctrine and 
practice of P. J. Desault, surgeon in 
chief of the great hospital of humanity, 
at Paris, by Xavier Bichat; in 2 vols. 


ne 





and other affections of the bones, b 
J. P. Desault, wherein his opinions an 
practice, in such cases are stated and 
exemplified, with plates, notes, and an 
appendix containing several late ‘im- 
provements in surgery, 

Denman’s Midwifery, .an introduction to 
the practice of midwifery, by Thomas 
Denman, M, D. 

Darwin’s Zoonomia, or the laws of organic 
life, in three parts, compiete in % vols. 

Dewees’ Essay on the means of lessenin 
pain and facilitating certain cases of aif. 
ticult urition, 

Description of the arteries-of the human 
body, illustrated by several colored en- 
gravings, selected and reduced from the 
icones Of Haller, exhibiting the parts as 
they appear on dissection, - 


Davy’s Elements of Agricultural Chemis. 


Downing 


ee New Dispensatory, containing, : : g 
Ist, the elements of pharmaceutical 
chemistry; 2d, the materia medica, or 8 


try, ina course of lectures for the board 
of agriculture, | 
on the diseases incident to horn. — 
ed cattle comprisiig a. description of 
their symptoms and the most rational | 
Sidshiode of cure, to which are added,’ 
receipts for curing the gripes, staggers, . i 
and worms in horses, et 


rag 
bag 

* > 
rh 
’ 
l 
1 


{he 


the natural, pharmaceutical and medi. °” 
cal histery of the substances employed © 
in medicine; 8d, the’ pharmaceutical” ” 
preparations and compositions, illustrat. ./ 
ed. and explained in the language and 4 
according te the principles of modern. ~ 
chemistry, with numerous tables, and % 
plates of pharmaceutical apparatus, by 4 


a treatise on fractures, luxations . 


Andrew Duncan,. Jr, M. D,*with large. 


additions, ‘relating principally to the | 
vegetable. productions of the United ~ 


States, by Jacoh Dyckman, M. D. 


Every Man his own Doctor, or a treatise’ ’ | 
on the prevention and cure of diseases, ) 


by regimen and simple. medicines, by 


William Buchan, M.D. to which is.” 
added a treatise on the materia medica, 4 
in which the medicinal qualities of indi. © 
genous plants are given and adapted to” 4 


common practice, 


Essay on health and long life, by George 4 


Cheyne, M. D.,’F..R. S., 


Factsand observations on liver complaints, ©” 
and bilious disorders in general, by John’ 4 


Faithom, M. D. 


Formulz selectz, ora collection of pre- ~ 
scriptions of eminent physicians, and the 
atent medicines, to+ | 


most celebrated 


gether with a syllabic view of mineral 


waters and poisons, 3 a 


Farriery, the modern system, showing the 


most. approved: methods of breeding, a 
rearing and fitting for use all kinds of +» 


horses, with directions for the proper 


treatment of their several disorders, by" 


John Mills, Esq. 


——. comprehending a concise system of / 


Farriery, 
Farrier’s Magazine, or the archies. of Ve- © 
~ terinary serence, containing the anato- © 
my} physiolo 


enabling the gentleman, the farmer, the 
ier, &c: not medically educated, to 
his own farrier, by J. Carver, 

Gorham’s elements of chemical science, in 
2 vols. with plates, 

Haller’s first lines of physiology, by Albert 
Van. Haller, 

Hey on the puerperal fever, illustrated 
by cases-which occurred in Leeds and 
its vicinity, in the years 18V9-—18L2, in; 
elusive, - 


and pathology of the 
horse and other domestic quadrupeds, — 
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